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DELITERF.n    AT   SOUTHAMPTON,  MASS. 

/'"-// 

AT  THE 


CENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION 

or  TUE 


INCORPORATIOX  OF  TIT  AT  TO^-X, 


JTJLT  23,  ISll. 


BY  B.  B.  EDWARDS, 

FBOFESSOR  OF  HEBREW  IN  TH  E*  T  H  EolTTemIn  A  RV,  A.VDOTER. 


ANDOVER:- 

I'RINTtD  EY  ALLEN,  MORRILL  AND  WARDWELL, 
(Socccjiors  lo  Goul.]  Ai  NewinuQ.; 

1641. 
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^  ^vards,  Bela  Bates,  1802-1S52. 

844840  Achlress  Jelivered  at  Southampton,  Mass.,  at  the  centennial 
.25  celebration  uf  the  incorporation  of  that  town,  July  23,  IS  11. 

By  B.  B.  Ktlwards  ...    And(jver,  Printed  bv  Allen,  Morrill 

and  Wardwell,  1841. 

W  p.  22«. 


1.  Soullia'.nptou,  Ma&s. — Illst. 

a— 52070 


Library  of  Con-ress         (  ^  F74.S71E2 


At  a  nioolinfT  of  inhabitants  of  the  triwn  of  Soulhanipton,  former  resi- 
dents of  the  place,  and  others,  July       lr-41, — 

To/ff/— That  Rev.  M.  E.  White,  and  Ehsha  Edwards,  Asahel  Bir^e, 
Asahel  Chapman  and  Stephen  SlronL'.  Esquires,  be  a  committee  to  pre- 
sent the  thanks  of  the  meelin:^  to  the  Rev.  B.  B.  Edwards,  for  his  appropri- 
ate and  interestini^  discourse,  delivered  at  the  centennial  celebration  this 
daj,  and  to  request  a  copy  for  publication. 


For  many  of  the  facts  communicated  in  the  following  Address,  the  au- 
thor is  indebted  to  a  .MS.  sermon  of  the  late  Rev.  Vinson  Gould  of  South- 
ampton, and  to  verbal  and  other  information  from  Sylvester  Judd,  Esq.  of 
Northampton. 


« 


CEX TEXMAL  ADDRESS. 


We  are  met  to  celebrate  tlie  birth-day  of  this  town.  One 
huiulrcd  years  luivc  gone,  since  it  became  a  separate  muni- 
cipal cor])oration.  It  is,  indeed,  but  a  little  one  amoriG^  the 
thousands  of  Judah.  It  mav  \n)  thouLdit  by  some  of  her  elder 
and  fairer  sisters  in  tlu^  Commonwealth,  that  our  observance, 
this  day,  was  liardly  called  for ;  that  we  have  nothiuLT  to 
commemorate,  e\ce[)t  the  lapse  of  years,  and  the  sliort  and 
uninteresting  annals  of  two  or  three  generations  of  men  whose 
memories  have  now  almost  perished.  Why  not  allow  them 
to  remain  in  their  obrn  li^us  slumbers  ?  AVhy  distinguish,  by 
eulogy  and  solenm  festival,  plain  and  honest  men  who  never 
sought  distinction  for  themselves? 

To  these  charges  we  plead  guilty  in  part.  We  have  no 
forefathers'  rock.  Peregrine  AVhite  was  not  born  here. 
The  graves  of  the  Lady  Arabella  Johnson  and  of  her  hus- 
band, "  the  holy  man  and  wise/'  are  not  with  us.  No  Char- 
ter Oak  liere  lifts  its  broad  and  time-worn  arms  to  the  sky. 
We  have  no  cellar  which  concealed  the  royal  judges :  nor 
any  door  that  was  pierced  by  Indian  bullets.  The  drums, 
which  awoke  the  slec{)ers  at  Le.\in;zton  and  Concord,  wvrc 
not  heard  in  this  peaceful  valley.  We  have  no  great  event 
to  rehearse  ;  no  stirring  storv  to  tell. 

Yet,  we  arc  not  without  justification  for  our  meeting  to- 
day. The  puritan  blood  flows  in  our  veins.  We  claim  a 
common  descent  with  the  AVinlhrops,  the  Hookers  and  the 
Stoddard-  of  more  favored  towns.  Our  anerstors  help(Ml  to 
plant  incstmiable  civil  and   religious  institutions.  Ought 
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their  remcmhrnnce  to  cease?  Theirs  indeed  are  not  the 
names  which  arc  green  on  the  pai^e  of  history.  But  is  the 
subah(Tn  to  rercive  no  cn-dit  ?  Is  raitlifnl  roinnion  sol- 
dier utterly  uiHlt'S(T\  ill::  of  mention  ?  It  was  by  his  means 
that  the  stealth)  Indian  was  discovered  and  re|)elled.  I*en- 
nington  and  SaratoLii  obtained  their  renown  by  accident. 
These  deciding  battles  ot'  tin;  rt^volution  ha[)pened  to  be 
fought  there.  Ihit  it  was  the  men  from  the  little  towns  of 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  that  gath(.'red  around  Stark  and 
Warner.  Tiie  glory  of  GcMieral  (iates  was  won  for  inm  by 
soldiers  from  Connecticut  river.  One  of  the  stoutest  spirits 
at  Bunker  Hill  was  a  blacksmith  from  Norlham])ton.  It  was 
our  ancestors  and  their  nciLdibors  who  dared  the  horrors  of 
the  wilderness  and  of  a  Canadian  winter  with  Arnold.  One 
of  these  adventurous  soldi(Ts.  through  the  goodness  of  Prov- 
idence, is  permitted  yet  to  live.* 

We  celebrate,  therefore,  scenes  and  events  which  should 
not  be  forgotten.  We  call  up  the  names  of  men  which 
should  \>c  evermore  honored.  They  acted  their  part  well  in 
times  of  sharp  trial.  Their  trust  was  in  the  God  of  hosts 
when  all  around  was  dark.  They  often  gathered  their  har- 
vest in  silence  and  in  fear  ;  with  the  weapon  of  defence  in 
one  hand  ;  or  a  detachment  of  their  number  guarding  the 
pxasses  of  danger  ;  or  far  otT  on  some  harassing  expedition. 
Thick  woods  and  weary  miK  s  intervened  between  them  and 
the  parent  settlement :  w  hile  in  one  direction,  they  were  on 
a  perilous  frontier.  On  the  North  AVest,  from  this  place  to 
Canada,  not  a  single  white  settlement  existed  to  ward  off 
danger,  or  to  give  tidings  of  its  api)roach.  The  tragedy  of 
Deerfield  might  have  l)e(>n  enacted  here  at  any  momcMit. 
The  picketed  forts  would  have  becMi  no  more  defence  than 
the  sttikes  and  the  sleepy  sentinel  were  at  Deerfield.  Those 
were  hard  times,  not  more  from  actual  sutVering  than  from 

•  Mr.  Leniue)  liatcs  of  ^oiithaniptou. 
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fear.  To  be  constantly  harassed  with  ap]>rehrnsions  was 
worse,  it  may  hv,  than  any  actual  iiilliction  coulil  have  been. 
It  were  better  to  nu d  the  entMn\  in  battle,  on  one  or  two 
occasions,  and  run  the  ri>k  of  his  balls,  tlian  t*)  lie  down  at 
niudit,  not  know  in_;  but  that  you  niiiriil  be  aw  akened  by  the 
bur>tinj^^  in  of  your  door,  or  the  piercing  shriek  of  u  toina- 
liawked  wife  or  neighbor. 

Such  laceratini;  anxieties  our  fathers  felt  for  many  years:, 
while  they  were  burniui,'  llio  forests  by  which  they  were  sur- 
rounded, and  su{)portin:ij  liberally,  witii  their  small  mtans, 
schools  of  elementary  learnintx  and  the  institutions  of  the 
gospi  l.  Obscure  men,  comparatively,  they  were  ;  but  they 
labored  wisely  and  with  true  zeal.  The  town  of  which  they 
were  the  fathers,  has  been  outstrii)ped  in  population  and  re- 
sources by  multitudes  in  tln^  Commonwealth  ;  but  in  tlie  In- 
dian and  ri  Nohilionar}'  wars,  it  supplied  its  full  cjuota  of  men 
and  means  lor  the  common  cause.  For  almost  one  hundred 
years,  no  town  was  more  united  in  religious  opinion  and  be- 
nevolent labor.  Its  surplus  productions  iiave  never  been 
abundant,  tor  the  soil  is  not  ricli  ;  but  it  has  cultivated  with 
some  assiduity  the  minds  which  have  been  found  within  its 
borders  ;  and  driven  them  a  direction  which  has  been  not  alto- 
gether without  its  benefits  to  the  world. 

We,  therefore,  hallow  the  precious  memories  of  our  fa- 
tlM?rs.  We  would  reinshrine  them  in  our  atVections.  We 
•would  gladly  plant  a  p:reener  turf  on  their  perishing  du>t.  It 
is  an  ortice  of  filial  and  atiectitjnate  reverence,  to  retrace,  im- 
perfectly though  it  may  be,  some  of  the  pronnnent  events  iii 
tlieir  history. 

Two  huntlred  years  auo,  Connecticut  river  from  its  mouth 
to  Canada,  was  in  possession  of  the>  Indians.  From  the  ler- 
tility  of  the  soil,  the  salubrity  of  the  air  and  other  causes, 
their  number  apjXMrs  to  have  been  larger  than  in  any  other 
part  of  Xew  England.    In  the  town  of  Windsor  only,  there 
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were  ten  distinct  tril)cs  or  sovcreiirntir?.  Tliore  were  larcro 
bodios  of  them  at  SpriiiL^fu'ld,  Northampton,  Docrfiold  and 
Northficld.  For  obvious  rcN'isons,  thcv  selected  as  placets  for 
their  riidt.'  encanipmcnf s  the  falls  of  a  river,  or  wiiere  the 
smaller  streams  discharLje  their  waters  into  the  Connecticut. 
Consequently  their  wiijwams  would  he  found  in  the  point 
where  Westtield  river  joins  the  Connecticut,  at  Nashawan- 
nuck  and  Pa>kh()mnck  in  l^astliamj)ton,  and  at  the  various 
l(H\diti(\s  where  the  larizer  brooks  empty  into  the  Manhan. 
The  wii^vams  were  commonly  erected  in  irroves,  near  some 
rivulet  or  living  spring.  The  wiiole  country  was  then  al- 
most one  uubn^ken  wilderness.  There  were  no  cultivated 
fields,  nor  gardens,  nor  public  roads.  E\ce{)t  in  places 
where  the  timber  had  been  destroyed,  and  its  ;zrowth  pre- 
vented by  fre(juent  tires,  tlu>  woods  were  thick  and  lofty. 
Where  the  lands  were  burned,  for  the  sake  of  catching  deer 
and  other  wild  game,  or  for  the  purpose  of  planting  corn, 
there  grew  bent  grass,  or  thatch,  as  it  was  called,  sometimes 
to  the  height  of  four  feet.  The  Indians  throughout  New- 
England  spoke  the  same  language  radically.  From  the  Pis- 
cataqua  to  the  Connecticut,  it  was  so  nearly  the  same,  that 
the  ditlerent  tribes  could  converse  together.*  All  the  In- 
dians on  Connecticut  river  were  tributaries,  a  part  to  the 
Mohawks  ;  and  the  remainder,  first  to  the  Pequots,  and  then 
to  the  Mohegans. 

The  still  forest  and  tancrled  path  of  tln^  red  man  was  now 
to  be  broken  by  the  white  settler.  On  the  '2()th  of  October, 
1633,t  about  sixty  men,  women  and  children  took  their  de- 
parture from  Dorchester,  Cambridue  and  AVatertown,  to  en- 
counter the  perils  of  a  trackless  wil(l('rne<s.  Thev  were  four- 
teen days  on  the  road.  They  struck  the  Coimecticut  river 
near  the  mouth  of  Scaniic  river  in  Fa^t  Windsor.  The 

•  See  tlic  communications  of  .Mr.  I'ickorin;:  in  .Mas.s.  HisL  Soc.  Coll. 
t  Some  preparation  had  been  made  tlie  previous  year. 
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DorchostiT  [H'0|)lc  Ix'l^ii  the  s(,'ttl(Mnent  of  the  river  on  the 
west  side,  railed  1)\  tlic  Indians  MaiitmcaMi:.  Some  of  them 
were  genll<Mnrn  of  opulence  and  education.  Amon;^^  the 
emigrants  from  Dorchester  to  AV'indsor.  were  Isaac  Sheldon 
and  John  Strong,  the  ancestors  of  those  bearing  these  names 
now  residents  in  Southampton  and  the  adjoining  towns. 
Th(>y  appear  to  have  belonged  to  a  congregational  church 
whicli  was  gathered  at  Pl\  niouth,  England,  in  IGoO. 

Tlie  first  town  which  was  settled  in  the  western  part  of 
Massachusetts  was  Springfield.  Some  of  the  original  plant- 
ers came  from  llngland  in  1G30,  in  Governor  Winthroj)'s 
com[)any.  A\'iHiam  Pynchon,  the  father  of  the  town,  and 
one  of  the  eii^ht  original  settlers,  came  from  Ro.vbury.  Ear- 
ly in  1G3-"),  Mr.  Pynclion  and  the  inhabitants  of  Roxbury 
had  liberty  granted  them  by  the  General  Court  to  remove 
to  any  place  that  they  should  think  meet,  not  to  the  prejudice 
of  any  other  })lantation,  provided  they  remained  under  the 
government  of  Massachusetts."  They  accordingly  came  in 
1G33,  and  built  a  house  on  the  west  side  of  the  Connecticut, 
on  the  Agawam,  or  Westfield  river,  called  from  that  fact 
Houscmeatlow.  A  permanent  settlement  was  made  in  the 
spring  of  The  name  was  changed  from  Agawam  to 

Springfield,  by  vote  of  the  town,  April  14,  1G40.  Among 
the  early  inhabitants  of  Springfield  who  removed  to  North- 
ampton, and  whose  descendants  now  reside  in  Northampton 
and  the  towns  which  were  formed  from  it,  were  Samuel  Burt, 
Alexander  Edwards  and  John  Searl. 

The  lands  bordering  on  Connecticut  river,  which  are  now 
in  the  towns  of  Northampton,  Iladley  and  Hatfield,  were 
first  known  by  the  Indian  name  Nonotuck.  On  the  Gth  of 
May,  \G')'.],  a  number  of  persons  petitioned  the  General  Court 
of  Miissachusetts  to  grant  them  liberty  to  possess,  plant  and 
inhabit  the  place  on  Conetiqiiot  river,  above  Springfield,  call- 
ed Nonotuck,  as  their  own  inheritance  ;  representing  that  the 
same  was  a  place  suitable  to  erect  a  town  for  the  further- 
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ance  of  tfic  puMlc  and  the  propairiitioii  of  the  p^ospel. 
At  thr  sanu'  time.  ii\  aid  of  tlii.s  petition,  John  l^vnchon, 
Khziir  Holyokt^  and  Samuel  C'hapin  of  Sprin'^^irhl,  present- 
ed a  re(iuest,  statin:,^  that  tlie  j)lae(?  was  very  eoniniodioiis, 
containinij  lurire  quantities  f)f  excellent  land,  and  that  at  .least 
twenty-five  families  in  th(?  neicrhhorhood  had  manifested  a 
desire  to  remove  thither,  manv  of  whom  W(Me  of  considerable 
quality  for  (  states,  and  (it  matter  for  a  chureh."  In  answer 
to  these  petitions,  the  Court,  in  May,  1()53,  appointed  a 
conunittee  to  divide  the  lands  petitioned  for  into  two  planta- 
tions. One  of  them  was  afterwards  formed  into  lladley. 
The  otiier  plantation,  \orthampt(^n,  was  to '*  extend  from 
the  upper  end  of  Little  Mi^adow  to  the  Great  Falls  towards 
Springfield,  and  extend  nine  miles  from  the  Connecticut." 
There  is  a  tradition,  that  an  Endish  family  canie  to  North- 
ampton in  \6o-2.  In  IG')'-].  a  number  of  families  settled  in 
the  place.  It  was  bouirht  lor  100  fathom  of  wampum  and 
ten  emits,  besides  some  smaller  ])resents  in  hand,  paid  to  the 
sachems  and  owners,  and  also  for  plouiihing  up  sixteen 
acres  of  land  on  the  east  side  of  the  river.  A  new  deed  was 
gubsequently  executed,  and  a  more  satisfactory  compensa- 
tion was  given.  In  165G,  '-townsmen,"  or  selectmen,  were 
chosen.  March  18,  1657,  the  people  voted  to  employ  an 
agent  "to  obtain  a  minister,  and  to  devise  means  to  prevent 
the  excess  of  liquors  and  cifler  from  coming  to  the  town." 
On  the  7th  of  June,  the  town,  by  unanimous  consent,  desir- 
ed Mr.  Eleazar  Mather  of  Dorchester,  "to  be  a  minister  to 
them,  in  a  wav  of  trial  in  dispensing:  his  gifts."  In  1661, 
the  town  voted  to  build  a  mei^tiniz-house  forty-two  feet 
square.  Mav  7,  i()(r2.  Hampshire  County  was  formed  of 
the  three  towns  of  Springheld,  Northampton  and  Hadley. 
When  the  church  was  first  gathered  at  Northampton,  June 
18,  16()1,  it  consisted  of  eiiclit  members.  Rev.  Eleazar  Math- 
er, Elder  John  Strong,  William  Clark,  Thomas  Root,  Thorn- 
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as  Ilanchet,  David  Wilton,  Henry  CiinlilVe  and  Henry  Wood- 
ward. 

The;  first  settliincnt  souili  of  the  j)ros('nl  limits  of  \orth- 
ainpton,  was  coninicnccd  in  Nashawaiinuck.  (now  in  East- 
hanipton,)  in  Kid"},  1)\  John  Wclih.  It  was  coniinucd  hy 
two  of  his  sons,  and  by  Jlohtrt  JJanks,  wiio  married  iiis 
widow.  The  second  settlement  was  conunenced  in  about 
16S6  or  1CS7,  by  Samuel  Bartlett,  or  j)ermanently,  a  little 
later  by  his  son  Joseph,  at  a  place  which  was  called  for  a 
long  time,  Bartlett's  Mills.''  near  the  centre  of  Easthamp- 
ton.  The  third  settlement  was  formed  about  the  year  1700, 
by  t'lve  lanulies,  thosi;  of  Sanuiel  Janes,  Benoni  Jones,  Moses 
Hutchinson,  Jolin  Searl  and  Benjamin  Janes,  at  Paskhomuck, 
at  the  western  base  of  Mount  Tom  in  Easthami)ton.* 

Thci  precise  date  when  the  first  settlement  was  made,  with- 
in the  present  limits  of  Southampton,  cannot  now  be  ascer- 
tained. Samuel  and  Eldad  Pomeroy,  who  lived  in  what  is 
now  called  Pomer(\v's  Meadow,  petitioned  the  General  Court, 
that  met  May,  17  1-2,  to  have  their  families  and  farms  remain 
with  the  fir>t  pr(>cinct.  It  would  apj)ear.  that  they  had  pre- 
viously belonL'ed  to  the  old  town,  and  not  with  those  who 
had  removed  further  south  ;  they  had  helped  build  the  meet- 
ing-house in  the  Hrst  precinct,  and  had  not  asked  any  thing 
in  return,  like  those  who  lived  over  the  Manhan  river.  They 
mention,  that  of  late  about  thirty  families  had  settled,  and 
were  about  to  settle,  at  the  south-west  corner  of  the  town 
bounds  ;  ar(i  now  about  to  settle  a  minister,  have  actually 
begim  their  meeting-house,  and  have  obtained  a  grant  of  the 
Genend  Court  for  a  tax  of  six  pence  per  acre  on  all  land  in 
said  precinct.  The  Pomeroys  thought  it  hard,  that  they 
should  pay  x\u<  tax  and  the  various  expenses  of  the  new  pre- 
cinct.    They  stiitc  that  they  had  improved  their  lands 


•  See  the  Half  d  iitury  Sermon  of  Rev.  Pa\son  Willi.stoii  of  Ea.st- 
hampton,  It^iO. 
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(incaiiiii!^  meadow  lands)  and  paid  taxes  for  tlioni,  forty  or 
fifty  years.  Thi^  would  x  rin  to  show,  tfint  the  land  at. 
Poineroy's  Meadow  was  under  eultnation  as  early  as  1700. 
It  cannot  he  ascertained,  so  far  as  I  know,  when  the  first 
buildin;4  was  (^reeted,  or  in  what  Near  the  I'orneroys  made  a 
permanent  settlement.  Th<'  tradition  is.  that  they  built  their 
first  houses  in  17-2-2.  or  IT  Jl.  Afti^- the  moetini;-houso  in 
the  south  urerinet  was  huill,  and  a  nuni-ter  settled,  they  were 
cordially  received  into  the  new  society,  aixreeably  to  their 
own  re<juest. 

The  {proprietors  of  th(^  s(H-ond  precinct  were  all,  or  nearly 
all,  inhabitants  of  the  old  settlement.  As  some  of  them  had 
a  number  of  sons,  their  fathers  ollt  rcil  them  extensive  farms 
if  thev  would  eflect  a  permanent  setiK  nient  upon  them.  But 
the 'hardships  incident  to  such  a  removal  were  too  great  to  be 
easilv  surmountt^d.  A  mniiberof  ])(TS(>ns  who  made  the  at- 
tempt soon  reruKiuished  it.  The  date  of  the  first  meetinp:  of 
the  proprietors  on  record  is  March  -21,  17:iO.  This  was  an 
adjourned  meetiuLr  from  tlu^  ;Jlst  of  Jamiary.  At  this  meet- 
ing the  question  was  |)ut.  \\'hether  the  [)ro[)rietors  would 
divide  the  land  beginning  up  the  hill  over  Manhan,  iipon  the 
west  side  of  the  country  road,  and  to  extend  beyond  White- 
loofe  brook,  so  tar  as  our  old  bounds  went,  in  such  form  and 
manner  as  to  be  suitable  (together  with  the  additional  grant 
that  now  belongs  to  the  town)  to  make  a  precinct  or  town  ; 
and  the  division  to  be  made  to  and  amonL^st  the  oriirinal  or 
ancient  proprietors,  their  heirs  or  a^-iL''!is.  or  any  that  hold 
by  purchase  under  the  ancient  or  oiiLMiial  proprietors,  or  their 
heirs."  The  conunitti'e  appointed  to  etfect  a  division  of  the 
land  were  H«»n.  Jolm  Stoddard.  I'.bcne/.er  Pornerov,  Dea. 
John  Clark,  lion.  Joseph  ]l;iwl(  y  and  Mn^iLrn  Kbenezer  Par- 
sons. Tlie  lands  were  acc<irdinL:ly  divided  and  assigned  bv 
lot  to  thirty  individuals,  tm  c»)ndition  that  they  should  make 
improvements  and  erect  buildinirs  upon  Uwiw  within  a  speci- 
fied time.    The  lir>t  notice  of  the  second  precinct  in  the 
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Noriliarnplon  town  rccord.s  is  Dec.  •2\i,  when  the  town 

chose  Kiisiun  John  Inikcr  aiul  M<>> -s  J.ynnin  a  coinmiltco 
"to  lay  out  a  hiLrliway  <)\(r  the  hr:inrh  of  Maiiiiaii  ii\('r  at 
or  near  Pouicroy's  Mt  lulou  ,  or  soiin^  other  .^uilahli;  mid  con- 
venient place,  so  as  lo  aeconnnoilate  l!ie  new  .sclllenicnl." 

It  (K)('s  not  a[>j)<'ar  that  any  fainilv  eoninicnccil  a  permanent 
resichMiec  south  of  l*onifrov*s  Mcailow.  prior  to  17;}-2.  It  is 
probahic,  that  sin^U-  individuals  resided  on  their  lands  h)r 
short  intervals  of  time,  for  the  purj^ose  of  prcparlui;  them  to 
be  permanently  occupied.  In  17.^-2,  Judah  Hutchinson  and 
Thomas  Porter  came  to  the  precinct  and  erected  iiouses.  In 
May,  Xl'Vi.  fourteen  settl(Ms  joined  them.  Tiicse  were  I)ea. 
John  Clark,  Joseph  Clark,  ►Sanmel  Danks,  Thineas  Kin^"-, 
El)cnczer  Kin^^sley,  Nathan  Lvman,  Elias  Root,  Steplien 
Root,  Nathaniel  .Searl,  Ezra  Stronp^,  Ichahod  SlrouL:,  Dea. 
Waitstill  Stronir,  John  Wait  and  Moses  AVriirht.  Durin:^ 
three  or  (our  of  the  succeeding  years,  fourteen  additional 
Bottlers  united  with  the  little  plantation.  Their  names  were 
Jonathan  Rasconi,  Samuel  Burt,  Reiser  Clap,  Aaron  Clark, 
Elisha  Clark,  Jonathan  Clark,  I'^bcnezer  French,  Eleazar 
llannum,  Elias  Lyman,  John  Miller,  Noah  Pixley,  Israel 
Sheldon,  Noah  Sheldon  and  Ste{)hen  Sheldon.^ 

The  second  Precinct  was  lirst  named  as  such,  on  the  North- 
ampton Records,  Sept.  M,  1739.  There  was  a  clause  in  the 
warrant,  "  to  see  whether  the  town  would  consent  to  settiniz 
otVthe  new  town,  so  calhuL  by  the  bounds  lullowiuLT,  viz.,  be- 
trinnini:  on  the  south  side  of  Manhan  river  a  little  above 
Bartletl's  house  [Clapp's  Mill],  and  so  bounded  eastwardly 
upon  the  country  road,  till  it  extends  southwardly  unto  the 
dividiiiL'  line  between  Nortliampton  and  Westtield,  and  then 
bounded  s(»ulhwar(lly  upon  the  line  between  Norlhamj)ton 
and  Westtield,  and  then  bounded  westwardly  upon  land  bt> 
loncrins?  to  the  j^rovince  [Montiromery].  and  bounded  nortii- 


•  Soe  Appendix,  Note  A. 
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wardlv  upon  the  hou<^  or  Wost  Division  so  called  [West- 
liarnptoii]  ;  all  u  liirli  land  and  iidiahitants  thereon, as  be- 
fore (leserihc'd,  tin*  town  voted  sIkmiM  be  set  otV  a  distinet  and 
separate  precinct,  that  sd  hy  consent  of  the  General  Court, 
they  mii^lit  he  under  a  capacit\  to  carry  on  the  \Norship  of 
God  anioni;  themselves." 

The  n(^\v  settlement  was  incorporated  into  the  second 
Precinct  of  Northampton,  JuK  j:}.  1~  11.  A\'e  here  present 
the  petition  of  the  pro})rietors,  and  the  action  of  the  General 
Court  thereon. 

"  To  His  Excellency,  Jonathan  Heleher,  Esq.,  Capt.  Gen. 
and  Conimandf^r  in  Chief  of  liis  Majesty's  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Pay  in  New  I  jiiiland,  etc.  The  Ilonorablo 
His  Majesty's  Council  and  Hou<e  of  Representatives  in  Gen- 
eral Court  assembled  at  Boston.  July  >.  1711. 

The  Petition  of  us  whose  names  are  undersiirned.  That 
your  Petitioners  dwell  on  a  certain  Tract  or  l^ircel  of  land 
in  the  Township  of  Northampton  in  the  County  of  Hamp- 
shire, intended  for  a  Precinct.  The  Centre  of  which  is  near 
about  eipfht  miles  from  Northampton  Meetinij  house  ;  and 
your  Excellencv  and  Honours  by  ob<ervinL!:  the  votes  of  the 
Town  and  Proprietors  lieriwiih  presented,  [will  perceive] 
that  the  Town  have  given  their  consent,  that  we  should 
be  a  distinct  Precinct  ;  and  the  Proprietors,  [have  con- 
sented] that  a  Tax  of  six  pence  per  acre  should  be  laid  on 
the  whole  of  their  Tract  (Ihmul'  about  fourteen  thousand 
acres)  in  the  Proprit^tv  besides  what  belojiL's  to  the  Town  ; — 
the  whole,  both  Town  and  Propriety,  bounded  South  by 
Westfield  bounds.  Ea<t  by  the  Country  Road, — North  by 
Proprietors'  lots  in  the  Iodlt  division.  >o  called. — West  by 
Country  land, — to  enable  us  to  delniy  some  necessarv  pub- 
lic charL'cs,  that  mav  ari<c  atiionL*"  us. — iind  as  we  a[)i)rehend 
nothing:  >tafids  in  our  wav. — \\  e  there  lore  most  humblv 

o  - 

move  that  }our  Iv\c(  llency  and  IIonour.N  would  be  pleased 
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to  set  us  off  to  be  a  Precinct  with  usnal  j^rlviloircs,  and  order 
tfie  aforesaid  Ta\  to  he  raised,  tliat  niav  l)e  enahN-d  to 
build  a  ni(  rtiiiLr  hoiist.',  si-ulr  a  luinistcr  and  have  the  wor- 
ship ot  (Ind  uriiniiL:  1\ {'s,  and  your  |)fliti(jners,  as  in  du- 
ty bound,  shall  t'\er  pray,  etc. 

SaMI  KL  DaNKS 

RoGKR  Clap 
Eben.  Pomkroy 
Stkphkn  Suhldon 
Saml  el  Plrt 


Joseph  Kinc; 
John  Wait 
Eben.  Kingsley 
Nath'l  Searl 

-^EzRA  Strong 
Waitstill  Strong 
JoNA.  Bascom 
Jldah  Hutchinson 
Stephen  Root 
Nathan  Lyman 

^MosES  Wright 
Noah  Pixley 


Thomas  Porter 
Selah  Claric 
Aaron  Root 
Klias  Lyman 
Noah  Sheldon 
IcHABOD  Strong 
Nath'l  Skarl,  Jun. 
Jon  A.  Miller 
John  Miller 
Charles  Phelps 
Eben'r  French 
JoNA.  Clark 
Elisha  Clark 
Phineas  King 
John  Clark 
Eleazar  IIannum 
Israel  Sheldon 
Aaron  Clark. 


In  the  House  of  Representatives  July  17,  17  11.  Road 
nnd  in  answer  to  this  Petition,  ordered,  tiiat  the  follDwini; 
part  of  the  said  Town  of  Northampton  be  and  hereby  is  set  oil" 
a  separate  and  disiiiict  Precinct  by  the  bounds  hereafler  men- 
tioned, viz.  Pjounded  on  the  South  by  W'estfield  bounds, — 
East  by  the  Countrv  Roatl. — \orth  bv  Proprielor>'  lots  in  the 
long  division,  so  called, — West  by  Country  land, — toL^ether 
with  the  iidiabitants  thereon,  and  are  hereby  vested  with  the 
powers  and  privilnres  which  otfier  Precincts  within  this  Prov- 
ince do,  or  by  L.iw  ought  to  enjoy. — Also  voted,  that  there 
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be  a  Tax  of  thr('o  ponre**  por  aero  por  annum,  for  the  two 
succccdinir  years,  upon  the  land  ol"  llic  I'lopriclors  (bcini; 
about  f(»urti'LMi  thnuxand  arro)  to  cnaljlc  thr  said  iidiahitants 
lo  build  a  inceliiiLr-liousc  and  soiilf  a  niiiiistcr. 

Sent  up  lor  concurrence, 

J.  HoBsoN,  spooler. 
In  Council  July         1711 — Ilead  and  Concurred, 

J.  \\  ILL  A  HI),  Secy, 
July  "i'i,  Consented  to, 

J.  Belcher." 

The  first  meeting  of  the  freeholders  of  the  Precinct,  after 
its  incorporation,  was  holden  at  the  house  of  Piiineas  Kinir, 
September  "-21,  17  II.  The  followirji^  othcers  were  chosen. 
Ebcnezer  Kinsrsley,  moderator  ;  Phineas  Kinir,  clerk  ;  Wait- 
still  Stronp:,  Ebenezer  French  and  Aaron  Clark,  assessors  ; 
Stephen  Sheldon,  collector.  Samuel  and  J-^ldad  Pomeroy 
were  included  in  the  second  precnict.  as  their  buildings,  and 
most  of  their  lands  were  soutli  of  ih(>  \.oi\l:  Division.  Na- 
thaniel Searl.  John  Wait  and  Pluneas  Kini:  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  set  up  nn^etiuL's.  John  Clark,  Ebenezer 
Kinirsley  and  Phineas  Kinir  were  chosen  a  committee  "  to 
seek  out  some  suitable  person  to  preach  the  irospel  to  us." 

In  1713,  the  number  of  rateable^  polls  in  the  town  was  thir- 
ty-six, Natlianiel  Si'arl,  Ezra  SlroFii:  and  John  Wait  hav- 
ini!^  two  each  ;  all  the  others  but  one  e  ach.  The  valuation 
of  th(^  whole  settlement  in  that  y(  ar  uas  £7.30  7s..  in  the 
currency  of  the  tim(\  Tlie  estate,  which  was  rated  hiirhest, 
was  that  of  iVathaniel  Searl.  The  next  in  value  were  those 
of  Ebenezer  Corse.  I'^bene/.er  Kinir^ley,  Ichabod  Strong,  Ezra 
Strong,  Moses  WriLdit  and  Noah  and  Stephen  Sheldon. 

In  1750,  eighteen  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  town. 


"  Tliree  pence  per  ucrc  for  two  }  ears  makes  the  fcL\  pence  request- 
ed in  the  pelirion. 
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the  number  ofixtll^.  iiicludinL:  \\w  iiili;il)it;ints  of  Poiiutov's 
Meadow,  was  sixtv  two  :  and  llu,-  ^al.lati<»^  was  stalr-d  at 
£1-.>0.J  '2s.  Del. 

The  second  vot«'  on  the  .\(Htliani|)t()n  n'c<>rd>:,  relatinir  to 
Southampton,  i<  the  tnllow 'hilt,  u  hieh  was  passed  Dcr.  '2.'), 
1733.  The  town  voted  to  repay  £.'>  to  those?  jx'rsons  wlio 
advanced  X\\v  same  in  rcM^omjx'Fisc  for  divers  ministers  who 
preached  at  the  new  scttlnnent  over  Manhan  riv(,'r."  It  thus 
appears,  that  provision  was  made  Ibr  tlie  preachiiiLif  of  tfie 
gospel  in  the  very  he;j:inninLr  of  the  settlement.  Ix^fore  manv  of 
the  settlers  were  provided  witli  houses,  and  wJien  then?  was 
hardiv  a  l)ridi:(^  or  road  completed.  Amonir  the  jireaeliers 
who  supplied  the  inhabitants  in  l7o7.and  duriiiir  one  or  two 
of  the  followiui^  years,  were  Mr.  David  Parsons,  afterwards 
settled  in 'Amherst,  and  Mr.  John  Woodbridire  of  Suflield, 
who  was  ordained  over  the  ehureli  in  South  lladley  in  1712. 
Ministers  were  then  paid  at  the  rate  of  40s.  a  Sabbath  or 
£101  a  year.  In  1737,  Xortham[)ton  voted,  that  a  j>artof  the 
tax  levied  on  tlie  infiabitants  of  tlie  new  precinct,  should  l)G 
applied  towards  the  buildiniz  of  a  meeting-house  anion*:  them. 
This  house  seems  not  to  have  been  completed  for  a  number 
of  years.*  "^I'he  town  recc^rds  contain  manv  votes  in  relation 
to  it.  It  should  seein  that  a  eon<iderai)le  [)art  of  the  expense 
was  paid  in  labor  by  many  of  the  inhabitants.  In  January, 
1753,  it  w  as  voted,  at  a  meeting  of  the  .second  precifict,  that 
"  thev  would  iiive  Asahel  Judd.  seventy  pounds  old  tenor,  for 
the  work  he  has  doiu^  towards  the  meetinL''-hou«\  a  finishing 
of  the  pews  and  irdleries.''  At  the  same  meetiuLT  it  was  vo- 
ted that  Samuel  Burt,  Jonathan  Clark  and  Stephen  Shel- 
don should  be  a  committee  to  diunify  the  seats  and  pews." 
It  seems  that  •*  diirnitv''  was  in  the  compound  ratio  of  aL'C 
and  pro|>erty.    At'terwards,  one  year  in  age  was  voted  to  be 


•  When  thr  iiici  tiiiL's  were  fii>t  li<  Id  on  the  Sal)hath,  the  people 
wit  on  tlie  .»iilU  of  the  house. 
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equal  to  ClO  in  estate.  At  a  sul)<e(jnent  incctliiir,  the  seat- 
ers  were  ordered  •*  to  put  men  and  tlieir  wives  toiretlier 
throughout  tlie  wlmlc  nf  i!ie  j)eu  s  and  '"that  the  seaters 
should  liaM'  lihertN  to  act  discrelionarilv  respecting  the  n(;w 
comers."  On  oth-  r  oeea^inns.  the  town  gave  more  despotic 
orders,  and  orden-d  tliat  such  and  sueh  p(Tsons  should  sit  in 
this  or  the  other  pew,  probably  according  lo  their  real  or  sup- 
posed diLTnit} . 

It  has  been  the  common  report,  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Judd 
first  came  to  this  town,  in  special  answer  to  the  prayer  of  the 
people,  wlio  were  assembled  in  ordcT  to  observe  a  day  of 
solemn  praver  and  fastiiiLT  for  \\i'\<  object.  From  a  brief 
MS.  Journal  kept  by  Mr.  Judd,  uc  learn  that  there  was  noth- 
ing particularly  remarkable  in  the  circumstances  attending 
his  arrivdl.  On  the  ^2^{\\  of  l\  bruary.  17  13,  he  wrote  as 
follows  :  "  Yesterday  I  preached  my  last  sermon  at  Sutlield 
from  2  Cor.  5:  '20,  '  Now  then  we  are  ambassadors  for 
Christ,'  etc.  and  to  day  set  out  for  New  IIam{)ton.  to  pn.'ach 
with  them  awhile.  Got  to  \\'estfiel(l.  lodijed  at  cousin  Jo- 
seph Root's.  On  tlie  next  day.  came  with  Mr.  Kdwards 
[of  Northampton]  from  Westfield  to  New  Hampton.  Came 
to  Searl's  to  dine  ;  a  fast  kept  :  preaclied  in  tlie  P.  M.,  from 
Mat.  9:  n.  I  am  not  very  well.  In  the  evening  agreed 
with  the  Committee  to  preach  three  months  for  £'2  10s.  a 
Sabbath,  mv  keeping  and  a  hor<e.  On  the  next  day,  not 
very  well,  but  some  belter.  On  the  Sabbath,  preached  A. 
M.  and  v.  M.  from  l>a.  'Ah  2.  Some  in  the  assembly  very 
much  atlected.  Phineas  Kini:  and  llleazar  Hanimm  came  to 
visit  me  in  the  eveniuL'." 

After  Mr.  Judd  li:id  pr<  ;iched  >everal  Sabbaths,  the  church 
gave  him  nn  unanimous  call,  with  a  siimh;  dissentient,*  to 
become  their  jvistor.  This  call  was  aceej)ted.  The  ordain- 
ing council  met  on  the  •^th  day  of  June.  11  Mi,  at  the  house 

•  Understood  to  have  Ixh  u  lIU  iu  ztT  Cor.M.',  wljo  afterwurdd  be- 
came one  of  Mr.  Judtid  dccidcil  mi  jtportcrs. 
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of  Natlianicl  Scarl.  It  consisted  of  Messrs.  Edwards  of 
Xortliampton,  il(>j)lvln.>  of  We  st  Spriuj^^tu  ld.  Parsons  of  Ain- 
larst,  W'oodhrldLjL' of  t?«>ulli  Iladli  v,  and  IJallcnlwuM)!'  W'ol- 
rtcld,  with  a  messenger  or  di  lt  j:atc  from  each  of  churches. 
After  a  sermon  preaclied  by  Mr.  Edwards,  a  elnirch  was  or- 
gimized,  and  a  confession  of  faith  and  a  covenant  were  adt)}>l- 
ed.  Of  the  tlnrty-tw(j  males,  who  were  oriirinal  memh*  rs  of 
the  church,  iw  cut  y-ei:^lit  were  th<'  lirst  s(;tthrs  (jf  the  tov\  n. 
Tlie  other  i\mr  were  Mr.  Judd,  .Nathaniel  Scarl,  jr.,  Joim 
Wait,  jr.,  and  .\alhaniel  Phelps.  Soon  after,  thirty-one  other 
persons,  mostly  the  wives  of  the  orij^'inal  members,  were 
connected  with  the  church  ;  so  that  the  sixty-tliree  members 
comprised  almost  every  adult  in  the  town.  The  church  hav- 
iiiij:  been  oriranized,  the  council  proceeded  to  ordain  Mr. 
Judd.    M  r/ 1  lopkins  irave  asolenm  charLie  to  tiie  pa^tor  elect. 

For  settlement,  Mr.  Judd  had  '200  acres  of  land,  100 
pounds,  old  tenor,  in  money,  and  l'^3  pounds  in  work  ;  for 
salary,  loO  pnuiids  in  money,  the  first  three  years;  and  then 
an  increase  of  five  pounds  a  year,  until  the  salary  amounted 
to  110  pounds  per  annum. 

During  the  year,  in  w  Inch  Mr.  Judd  was  settled,  the  coun- 
try was  in^olved  in  the  horrors  of  an  Indian  war.  A  spe- 
cies of  Ajrtitication,  or  {)alisade  of  stakes,  was  built  around 
Mr.  Judd's  house  ;  also  a  watch-tower  or  mount  at  the  west 
end  of  the  house,  communiaitini;  w  iih  it  by  a  window.  The 
■inhabitants  removed  thither,  for  a  short  time,  in  the  heiiclit  of 
the  alarm.  Some  of  those  w  ho  went  into  the  fields,  to  per- 
form lh(.'ir  aii^ricultural  labor,  took  their  place  as  sentinels  in 
order  to  prevent  surprise.  When  they  walked  in  the  road:* 
or  woods,  in  search  of  cattle,  or  for  any  oilier  purposes,  e\  ery 
man  carried  liis  weapons  with  him.  The  people  of  the 
neighbor! ni:  towns  sometimes  marched  hither  on  an  alarm, 
and  scoured  the  woods.  The  families  gradually  removed 
from  the  fort  [or  torts,  lor  Jonatluui  I)asc<»m's  house  seems 
also  to  have  bu  n  lorlifiedj  to  dwellings  in  the  vicinity. 
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In  tli(^  yr;ir  17  1.').  C[\^)r  l>rrt(>ii  was  rcfliiccd  hv  tiif  New 
Eimlarul  forces  nil  del  (irii.  Pcpix-rfll.  S^ncral  nicii  join- 
ed that  cxprdition  t'n>:ii  Xortliarnjjton.  Arnoni^  tlicse  was 
Dea.  Samuol  IMward^  m  nior,  who  had  not  then  removed  to 
Soiithainpfnii.  Ilha>  I,\  inaii  appears  to  have  been  th(^  .oidy 
sohher  w  ho  went  tVorn  thi««  |)Iaec\  Xo  huhans  were  seen  in 
the  town  (hirin'_r  that  \(  ar, 

Karly  in  tht^  spruiLT  ot"  17  1().  an  (  .\j)edition  was  proposed 
ainiinst  the  Freiicli  and  Indians  in  Canada,  and  several  of 
the  inhabitants  of  this  town  eidisted.  The  i)roject  was,  fiow- 
ever,  abandoned.  On  th(^  '2')\\\  of  Aui^nst,  174(),th(!  houses 
of  Aar(»n  and  I'llisha  Clark,  which  h.ad  been  deserted  1)V  the 
families,  were  plundered  by  the  Indians  ;  beds  were  torn  in 
pieces  ;  elothinij^  and  pro\  isions  were  seized,  and  other  vio- 
lence was'  commitied.  The  Indians,  supposini]^  themselves 
discov(^red,  tied  to  Ponierov's  Mountain,  and  on  the  west 
side  of  it.  killed  six  horned  cattle  and  one  iiorse,  and  wound- 
ed others. 

About  a  fortniu'ht  aftf.'rwards.  or  near  the  lOth  of  Septem- 
ber, the  Indians  })laced  an  ambush  between  the  liouses  of 
Ezra  Strong:  and  John, Wait,  near  the  bars  leading  to  a  field 
where  cows  were  pastured.  Tlie  Indians  drove  the  cows  to 
the  back  part  of  the  pasture,  in  order  that  the  individual, 
who  should  be  sent  to  drive  them  home,  at  nitrht,  miirht  fall 
into  the  ambush.  But  the  cows,  as  is  usual  towards  nit:ht, 
praduallv  approached  the  bars.  The  Indians  then  sent  one 
of  their  luimber  to  drive  tluMU  to  a  distant  part  of  the  enclo- 
sure, and  keep  them  there.  Samuel  Danks.  who  went  to 
drive  the  cows  home,  prcnidentially .  did  not  pass  throuiiii 
the  bars,  as  was  expected,  but  took  a  nearer  course.  When 
he  came  in  sijht  of  the  cows,  he  perceived  them  to  be  very 
restless.  He  then  stop|>ed  a  moment,  and  discovered  the 
Indian,  trvini:  to  prevent  thmi  from  uoiuL'  towards  the  bars. 
Danks  in-tantly  ran  and  L'ave  tin-  alarm.  The  Indians  tied, 
and  were  seen  no  more,  during  the  year. 
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The  iiilKibltants  of  tlio  town  were  now  rall(?(l  to  sufTor 
iVoin  aiiolhcr  causi'.  The  harvest  of  Lii;^h>h  ^^aiii  was  hirht. 
''rh(Te  uas.  however,  a  stroii:^  expectation  of  a  uooil  crop  of 
corn.  JJut  tins  lioj)e  was  e.\tint,'iiishe(l  ;  for  on  the  of 
August,  a  se\ere  fro>t  lulled  almost  the  entire  crop  in  this 
and  otfier  towns.  Much  snlleriiiLT  was  eonsecjuenllv  ( xpe- 
rienced  in  the  followiiii:  winter. 

On  the  -Jlth  of  An-nst,  IT  17,  about  5  o'clock,  P.M., 
Elisha  Clark  was  killed  by  the  Indians,  as  he  was  threshing 
grain  in  liis  barn.  His  body  was  piercecl  by  seven  bullets. 
When  f(Mind,  it  was  covered  with  straw.  Until  this  time, 
the  Indians  had  not  beiMi  lu.'ard  of  in  the  vicinity  dnrini:  the 
year.  This  sorrowful  event  surprised  the  inhabita/its  in  all 
directions.  Soldiers  from  the  adjoining  towns  ass«Mnbled 
for  the  defence  of  the  place,  and  for  the  pursuit  of  the  In- 
dians. The  foe  had,  however,  fled,  destroying,  as  they  went, 
several  head  of  horned  cattle.  They  cncani[)ed,  on  the 
night  after  lht\v  killed  Mr.  Clark,  near  the  spot  where  now 
stands  the  house  of  the  late  Mr.  Noah  Strong  of  Westhamp- 
ton.  Sixteen  poles,  which  tiiey  set  up  there,  were  supposed 
to  indicate  the  number  of  the  {)arty. 

On  the  9th  of  Mav,  174S,  about  noon,  Xoali  Pivley  was 
returninu"  from  a  pasture  whither  he  had  drixcn  his  cows, 
and  had  reached  a  spot  a  little  south  of  the  high-way,  a  short 
distance  beyond  the  house  of  Zophar  Searl,  when  he  was  shot 
by  a  party  of  Indians.  First,  one  gun  was  heard  by  the 
people  in  the  centre  of  the  town  ;  then  three  guns  were  dis- 
charged in  the  manner  of  an  alarm  ;  which  were  followed 
by  three  or  four  others  in  (juick  succcssi(^n.  Still,  Pixley 
was  wounded  only  in  tlie  arm.  He  then  ran  tive  or  six  rods, 
when  the  Indians  overtook  him,  tomahawked  and  scalped 
him.  In  their  haste  to  flee,  they  cut  otV  a  part  of  his  skull. 
The  inhabitant>  immediately  rallied  and  |»ursued  the  In- 
dians, who  lied  up  a  path  leading  to  Samuel  Burt's  resi- 
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denco.  At  \\\<  liou^o.  tliov  stcippod  a  sliort  limp  ;  but  as  tlic 
family  had  left  it.  tli(>\-  did  luit  tritliniz  injury. 

The  people  \V{t<^  n^>w  in  the  utmost  consternatinn.  Every 
heart  beat  with  terror.  There  was  no  safety  by  niirht  or  by 
day,  in  the  field,  in  th«'  road  or  the  hous(\  They  ininie.diately 
withdrew  from  their  honit^s  and  ff)rts.  and  left  the  settlement 
desolat(,'.  Most  of  them  retired  to  \ortham[)ton.  Mr.  Jucld 
and  his  family  uent  to  the  relations  of  Mrs.  Judd  in  Suf- 
field.  On  tfie  19lh  of  July  tollowinu'.  s(^ven  families  return- 
ed, and  kej>t  u:^irri<on  tin?  remainder  of  the  summer.  In  the 
autumn.  mo<t  of  the  inhabitants  returned.  Mr.  Judd  and 
his  family  eame  baek  u\  the  follnwinij  winter. 

Tiic  year  1748  was  pre«-minently  a  year  of  afniction. 
There  has  been  no  year  sinee  the  town  was  settled,  so  mark- 
ed by  II  ivinc  judcrments.  There  were  war,  famine  and  pes- 
tilence. K/.ra  Stroivj,  \oah  Sheldon  and  Moses  Wright, 
oriijinal  settlers,  died.  They  seem  to  have  been  valuable 
men,  and  their  loss  was  deeply  mourned.  Much  suffering 
was  occasioned  bv  the  failure^  of  the  crops.  No  one  was 
willing  to  labor  on  a  farm,  uidess  he  was  ^^irrounded  by 
guards.  On  account  of  the  absence  of  the  husbandmen 
from  the  19th  of  >[ay  to  the  19th  of  July,  the  winter  grain 
was  mostly  destroyed  by  the  cattle  which  were  left  behind, 
and  by  those  which  strayed  from  other  towns.  The  Indian 
corn  was  alike  e.\po.<:ed  to  depredation,  and  was  left  without 
culture  \mtil  midsummer.  Their  fathers'  God.  however,  did 
not  desert  them.  They  made  out  to  struL^Lrle  through  the 
following  wintrr,  doubtless  r(H*eivinL'  aid  from  their  friends 
and  brothers  in  the  old  settlement.*  A  simple  fact  shows, 
impressively,  the  kw^e**  of  this  unhappy  year.  The  valua- 
tion of  the  town  in  IT  1.'^  was  8*30  pounds:  and  there  were 
forty-five  rateable  polls.    Yet  in  17  H.  five  years  later,  the 


•  It  is  .'viid,  that  bundles  of  buy  ^^erc  Lrou{.bl  from  Northampton 
on  the  backs  oi'hoi-sos. 
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valiKition  uas  hut  1-21  {xuhkIs  ;  t\\o  nuinlx^r  of  polN  \va^ 
lliirty-rour.    Tlic  Inllowinir  yrar,  was  roinarkahio  tor 

a  (irouglit,  siicli  as  has  hccn  rarely  ex[)cricnrf'(l  in  New  Kml'^- 
land.  There  was  no  rain,  except  one  small  shower,  from 
March  until  u  hcat-harvcst.  Ai^ed  men.  fiLrhlv  years  of  aL-'c, 
who  were  li\ ini:  in  H  JO.  w ell  reinnnlx'red  that  season.  T\u' 
prrass  was  hurut  up  with  excessive  heat,  uikI  for  weeks,  the 
fields  looked  like  th(>  Arabian  desert,  where  hardly  a  irreen 
thini::  was  to  be  seen.  At  the  time  of  mowint:,  not  a  hand- 
ful of  ijniss  could  be  collected  on  the  best  lands.  But  after 
the  rains  came,  the  iirass  sprunij:  up  thick  and  rank,  and 
^rew  most  luxuriantly.  It  was  cut  in  Se|)ternl)er  in  tine  con- 
dition. An  excellent  crop  of  liulian  corn  was  also  leath- 
ered.* 

In  \1  \9',  a  pMieral  peace  took  place  between  France  and 
Eni^land,  w  hich  was  followed  })v  ha[)pv  efleets  in  these  dis- 
tant settlements.  The  fears  of  the  [)eoj)le  were  allayed,  and 
the  Indians  piye  them  no  more  trouble  for  four  or  five  years. 
Tliey  pursu(Ml  their  avocations  without  interruption.  In  an 
important  sense,  they  bctran  the  plantation  anew.  In  some 
instances,  ten  or  twelve  houses  were  built  in  a  sinide  year. 
New  tamilies  joined  them.  They  had  tasted  of  the  bitter- 
ness of  afihction  together,  and  now  they  rejoiced  in  the  com- 
mon pros[)erity. 

Next  to  the  reprular  preachini;  of  the  c:ospel,  our  fathers 
were  anxious  to  secure  the  blessinirs  of  the  common  school. 
In  1748,  we  find  the  first  notice  relatini^  to  the  subjec^t  in 
the  Northampton  records,  allhouLdi  a  school  had,  (ioul)tless, 
been  in  existence,  in  some  form,  earlier.  The  town  then 
voted  to  have  schools  in  ''distant  parts  of  the  town,  to  in- 

•  The  (Irouuht  \va.s  ntiended  in  ninny  pinces  with  devoiirin'r  in- 
sects. Many  Nrooks  and  s[»rini;s  wvn-  (hied  up.  Some  of  lh»'  poo- 
pie  of  Now  rni:latid  wvvv  oltliixcd  to  hciid  to  rt  ni.>yh aula,  otlicrs  to 
Eiiirland,  for  Imy.  Tin-  drouL'bt  of  die  present  year,  1S41,  ii  accom- 
panied with  bwarms  of  Lnsccls. 
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struct  in  rrad'm::  and  urltiiiL:,  viz.  on  the  Plain,  over  Mill 
River,  Paskhoimn  k,  liarlk'll's  M  ills  and  Xevv  l*rccinct."  In 
1650,  the  selectmen  were  nrdrrrd  lo  provide  a  schoolmaster 
for  the  second  precinct.     In  Eleazar  Ilannum,  A\'ait- 

still  Stron^^  jr.  and  Stephen  She  ldon  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  have  t\\v.  ovt  rsiirht  of  huildinLT  a  scho(jl-house  in 
the  second  pr(H"inct.  Manv  votes,  jxMtaininij  to  this  matter, 
are  found  in  the  records,  tor  sexcral  }ears. 

In  1749,  the  limits  of  the  settlement  were  much  increased 
by  the  division  amouLT  the  propri(*tors,  (a  part  of  whom  were 
resident  here  and  a  j)art  in  the  old  town),  of  what  was  call- 
ed th(^  Addllioiial  Cirant."  It  consisted  of  about  3000 
acres,  ami  was  bounded  by  \\'e>ttield  on  the  south,  Spiing- 
field  on  the  east,  and  the  old  bounds  of  Northampton  oti  the 
north  ;  on  the  west,  it  run  to  a  point,  or  near  a  point.  It 
was  divided  as  follows:  P<tlls  were  estimated  at  £10,  and 
this  sum  was  added  to  the  valuation  by  which  the  tax  was 
made  that  year ;  and  this  was  the'  rule  of  determining  each 
man's  proportl(^n  of  land.  llev.  Mes>is.  lldwards  and  Judd 
were  estimated  at  £100  each.  There  had  been,  previously, 
sequestered  for  the  use  of  the  mini>lry  in  the  new  precinct, 
500  acres  of  land  on  White  Loaf  hill,  so  called  ;  Ibr  which 
all  right  to  lanil,  sequestered  for  lliv.  use  of  iho  ministry  in 
the  first  precinct,  was  relinquished. 

On  the  •2nd  of  March  llo^.  the  town  of  \ortham})ton, 
by  vote,  declared  their  willingness,  that  the  second  precinct 
should  be  created  into  a  district,  il  tlie  (ieneral  Court  shall 
see  fit.  The  first  IcliiI  met  tin:::  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
District  was  held  on  the  l*.)ih  of  March,  1733.  Tiie  first 
time  that  the  name  *•  Southampton"  i>  fijund  on  the  town 
records  is  March  5,  Ho.J. 

In  1731,  the  Indian>  lu  _ran  air.iin  to  show  signs  of  hostili- 
ty in  some  places  on  Connecticut  riser  above  Northampton, 
and  in  Pontoosuck.  n(^\v  Pitt>ruld.  Tins  news  greatlv  alarm- 
ed the  people  of  Soutliamplon.    Tlicy  ai  once  re]>aired  the 
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fortification  around  Mr.  Judd's  lious(\  rebuilt  the  mount, 
and  set  up  palisades.  Hut  no  hostile  Indians  a[>pearrd  dur- 
ing the  year,  or  at  any  sul)se(|uent  time  ;  ihouLrh  the  inliahi- 
tants  were  not  without  api)n'lHMisi(>n  for  several  years.  The 
last  French  \\;ir  (•oiniiu  iicfd  in  I7.">r),  An  arniv  was  ruined 
in  N(nv  Eni:land  in  order  to  seize  Crown  Point.  Ten  nien 
marched  from  tliis  town,  two  of  whom,  Eliakim  Wriirht  and 
Ebene7.er  KiiiL'^lt  v.  jr.  were  slain  in  battle.  The  ei^dit  sur- 
vivors returned  at  the'  close  of  the  c;nnj)aii;n.  In  17.j(),  a 
number  of  soldiers  were,  a  short  time,  in  the  service.  Elisha 
Bascom  remained  tlirou^di  the  season. 

In  1757,  I'ort  \\'illiam  Henry  was  :ziv(  n  up  to  the  French 
and  Indians  by  capitulation.  I'iic  txarrison  and  soldiers,  con- 
sisting of  two  or  three  thousand  men,  were  promised  security 
in  life  and  property,  with  permission  to  return  to  their  homes, 
on  condition  that  thev  would  not  serve  in  the  war  duriiiLr  that 
year.  But  in  siiameful  violation  of  the  treaty,  they  were  aban- 
doned to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Indians.  Some  were  hurri- 
ed oflfinto  captivity  ;  others  were  butchered  on  tlie  spot :  while 
all  greatly  sutVered.  Two  vounc:  men,  natives  of  Soulham[>- 
ton,  Nathaniel  Loomis  and  Joel  Clap,  were  stripped  and  plun- 
dered, and  escaped  ordv  with  life,  after  a  hot  pursuit,  and 
passing  through  the  woods  fourteen  miles. 

In  175S,  the  war,  in  which  a  number  of  soldiers  from  this 
town  were  eniniged,  was  carried  on  at  Ticonderoga  and  its 
vicinity.  In  1759.  to  the  uns|)eakable  joy  of  the  EnLrlish 
colonies,  Quebec  was  taken  by  Wolfe,  and  Canada  was  con- 
quered.    This   laid  the  foundation  for  a  general  peace.* 

These  bright  prospects,  however,  were  soon  to  be  interrup- 
ted. An  enemy,  o//jer  than  the  French  and  Indians,  beinm  to 
assail  the  rii'Iits  of  her  children  in  this  western  wilderness. 
Those,  by  u  hose  sides  the  men  of  Mas-aehusetls  Bay  had 
fought  and  bled  at  Louisburg  and  Crown  Point  as  tViends 


•  See  Note  B. 
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and  fcllow-soldiors,  were  now  prepiiriii^  to  slicd  fr.iteriial 
blood.  In  rcsistini:  ilic  encroaclifneiits  of  Great  Britain,  no 
part  of  the  land  was  more  prorn[)t  than  the  county  of  Hamp- 
shire. It  could  lint  be  well  olhi  rwise,  when  such  spirits  wt.re 
here  as  Scth  PoincroN  ,  Jo-cph  IIa\s  icy  and  Cal(;b  Strong. 
The  peoplt;  of  this  town  were  not  at  all  behind  their  neii^h- 
bors.  They  were  ready  to  contribute  and  to  sutler  at  any 
moment.  The  youni:^  men  marched  to  the  scenes  of  conflict ; 
while  the  elders,  the  an.\ious  mothers  and  sisters  were  ofl'ering 
intercessi(^n  to  Ilim,  whose  hand  alone  could  turn  aside  the 
unerrin^^  ritle  ;  or  stay  the  pestilence  that  deli^ditetli  especially 
to  walk  in  the  camp  of  the  soldier.  The  old  people  have  told 
us,  that,  at  some  periods  durin;^^  the  war,  hardly  a  young  man 
was  present  in  the  religious  as^  inbl} .  The  various  burdens, 
inciden't  to  these  times,  were  shared  by  ail  with  ali'ecting  una- 
nimity. Those  who  could  not  ti-jlit,  could  load  a  wagon 
with  provisions,  or  drive  it  to  the  encam[)ment  of  their  brothers 
and  fellow-townsmen.  Such  as  were  too  iniirm  to  bear  a  mus- 
ket themselves,  gladly  joined  together,  and  gathered  the  harvest 
of  those  who  were  hennning  the  l>riti-h  in  at  Boston,  or  who, 
with  Colonel  Brooks,  were  storming  tiie  redoubt  at  Saratoga. 

The  first  notice,  in  relation  to  the  revolutionary  times, 
which  we  find  on  the  town  records,  is  in  a  communication  to 
the  town,  from  Rev.  Mr.  Judd.  in  IK)-^.  in  which  he  says, 
"  that  if  such  a  day  of  distress  and  diHiculty  sliould  come 
[referrin^r  to  the  f)poration  of  tlu^  Stamp  Act],  I  will  join 
with  a  committee  of  vours,  and  thry  and  I  will  reduce  the 
salarv  a^  low  as  it  can  be  reasonably  thought  proper."  In 
October,  a  meeting  of  the  town  was  held,  to  see  what  meas- 
ures the  inhabitants  shall  think  proj>erto  adopt  in  this  critical 
dav.  Samuel  Burt  and  Aaron  Clark  \vere  chosen  delegates 
to  n\cvi  a  convention  which  was  held  soon  after  at  North- 
ampton. Dea.  Klias  Lyman  was  cho>(Mi  a  deleirate  to  the 
provincial  congress,  which  met  at  Concord,  on  the  11th  of 
October.    A  committee  of  correspondence  for  the  District  of 
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Soiilliampton  was  a[)j)<>iiit('<l.  coiisi.stinir  of  Jonathan  Jiidd.  jr. 
SaiiUK'l  linrt,  lilias  l.ynian,  Aar»)n  Clark,  Joniiihan  (  lark, 
Timothy  Clark,  Sanmcl  Ponioroy,  Sanuu  l  Cla|»  and  Ura-  I 
Sheldon.  At  another  nicctiiii;,  on  the  I  Jth  of  1 )( (  «  uiImt, 
a  coininittte  of  nnir  ucrc  cKt  tid  to  sue  what  ihcv  can  t 
for  the  poor  of  Uoston.  "  It  was  also  voted  to  rai-c  thrn? 
pounds,  lawful  money,  lor  some  person  to  instruct  the  niinute- 
nieu  in  learniiiL,^  the  niililar\  art."'  In  1173,  Mlias  ].\man 
was  ag;iin  sent  to  the  provincial  Congress,  u  inch  nu  t  at 
Camhridire.  It  was  rest>lve(l  to  give  the  minute-men  nine 
pence  a  time  for  six  half  days,  in  learninL-^  nnhtar\  exercises. 
Stephen  Sheldon,  Timothy  Clark  and  J(»hn  L\inan  \\er(.'  ap- 
pointed a  conunittee  -  to  insj)ect  and  see  that  there  are  no 
goods  brought  into  the  town,  since  the  tirst  dav  vi'  Decem- 
ber last,  "and  sold  contrary  to  the  direction  of  the  Conti- 
nental and  Trovineial  Congresses;  and  to  sr>e  that  no  trader 
takes  any  a{lvantage  in  selling  the  goods  contrary  to  the;  ad- 
vice of  the  Congresses.''  Xinc  days  after  the  battle  of  Lex- 
ington, it  was  voted  to  do  something  to  support  our  friends 
and  brethren  that  have  gone  into  the  army.  *'  Voted  to 
pay  for  two  thircls  of  the  provision  that  is  provided  for  Capt. 
Lemuel  IN^ueroy's  c<jmpany."  A  committee  of  nine  was 
chosen  to  collect  the  provisions  and  to  des})alc!i  it  b}  a 
team.  The  last  warrant  for  ;i  town  meeting  w  Inch  w  as  i>>u- 
ed  in  his  Majc>sty*s  name,"  was  on  the  -2  Ith  of  October, 
1773.  On  the  lOth  of  October.  177(),  it  w  as  voted  as  the 
sense  of  th(>  town,  that  the  House  of  ReprestMitatives.  togv-th- 
er  with  the  Council  should  I'orm  a  Constitution  and  make  it 
pubUc  agreeably  to  the  resolves  of  the  Court. 

In  1777,  the  town  voted  to  give  to  each  soldier,  that 
should  enli'-t  into  the  continental  service,  for  three  }('ars,  or 
duritig  the  war,  such  a  sum  as  a  committee  should  order. 
A  committ(  e  was  also  chosen,  to  make  out  an  average  of 
what  each  man  had  done  in  the  war  ;  the  \\vit>  of  the  nicn 
that  died  in  the  service  to  have  as  much  credit  as  those  who 
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rrtiirru'd  Ihmiic  ;  nnd  \h()<c  wlio  canu'  homo  on  arrount  of 
sicknoss.  Ix  torc  the  expiration  of  their  time,  to  ha\('  an  <'<jual 
sum  with  those  w  iio  remained  thron^'h  tlie  j;(Mi(»(l  of  enhstment. 
For  several  \cars  suh>--e(|uentlv.  a  lafL'c  purt  of  the  l)usin(\^s 
transacted  at  the  town  nieetinLT^  related  to  the  LTeat  stniirsle 
whicfi  was  pondinij;; — such  a^  rai>inLr  hoiintit.'s  for  enlistment 
of  men  ;  providinLT  for  soldiers'  families  duriuL' their  absence  ; 
eiiMali/.iiiLr  tlu^  hurdcMis  which  pressed  heavily  on  all  ;  and, 
with  a  nohle  s{)irit  of  resolution  and  conrtdence,  hearini:;  up 
under  all  discouraLTcments.  To  add  to  their  other  embar- 
rassments, the  currency  ua<  in  a  stale  of  most  lamentable 
deran;rement.  l^or  example,  in  1781,  the  town  voted  ''to 
raise  £-2U0  in  sihcr  or  izold.  and  JC  lOOO  in  continental 
nionev  towards  raisini:  our  (juota  of  soldiers." 

On  \he  first  election  of  L^overnor.  after  the  a(lo[)tion  of  the 
State  Constitution.  thi<  town  nww  ioriy-one  votes  for  John 
Hancock,  and  six  for  James  liowdoin. 

Anionic  the  miscellaneous  resolutions,  which  were  adopted 
by  the  tow  n,  in  the  first  fifty  years  of  its  existence,  three  or 
four  may  be  worth  cjuotini:  on  this  occasion,  as  showing  the 
usages  of  those  days,  and  the  chariLrc  which  time  has  eflect- 
ed.  In  1*73,  Capt.  Judd,  Ensign  Kini:  and  Elijah  Clap 
were  appointed  a  committee  '*  to  treat  w  iih  some  likely  man 
to  come  and  settle  with  us  as  a  (lo(Mor.  and  to  rej)ort  to  tiie 
town  at  the  fall  meeting."  In  the  following  s{)rinir.  the 
same  committee  were  directed  to  inlorm  Mr.  Svlvester 
Woodbridge  of  South  Hadlt  v,  that  the  tow  n  of  Southampton 
would  be  irlad,  that  he  would  come  and  settle  with  them  as 
doctor."*  At  an  earlier  period,  the  town  were  ecjuallv  so- 
licitous to  procure  a  blaek>milh.  A  most  respectable  com- 
niitteo  were  apj)ointed  to  superintend  the  (section  of  a  shop 
"  at  the  corner  near  Nathan  Lyman"<."  and  to  etVect  terms 
with  the  individual  who  was  to  occui)y  it. 

In  1790,  it  was  voted,  that     lil>erty  be  given  to  people  to 
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go  into  tin'  s<-li()( )l-li()iis('  Sal)l)atli  (la\  jiooii,  tlicv  [)ro\i(]ini^ 
their  own  wood  ;  aiul  tliat  Mosi  s  liarll<  It,  Mo.so  Si-^irl.  Sclali 
Clark,  jr.,  Aaron  Scarl  and  Su|)j)lv  Clark  \n;  a  coiniiullcc  to 
see  that  irood  orders  wcrt;  kept  al  llir  scliool-lu •ii>c;  on  the 
Sal)[)ath  davs." 

The  lollowinir  vote  will  show  that  the  day-star  of  tempe- 
rance had  not  dawned  in  IT^l*,  w  hen  llie  >electinen  wcrt- or- 
dered to  ••  credit  eaeh  nriii  that  enlisted  last  \  ear  to  l:o  Io 
Worcester,  one  quart  ot  West  India  nim."" 

TowariU  the  elox-  of  the  century,  Mr.  Judd  s  ai^e  and  in- 
firmities c»)nipelled  hini  to  with(haw,  in  a  great  measure, 
from  the  a(  ti\e  dnlies  ot  his  protes-^ion.  He  died  on  tin,' 
2'^th  ot"  Jid  \ .  l-Oo,  alter  a  nnnistry  of  sixty  M-ars,  and  in  tlie 
64th  }ear  of  Ins  a-je.  was  a  Lrreat  L,M-eat  irrand-oa  of 

Dca.  Thoiwa-;  Jndd.  w  ho  eaine  from  KiiLdand  in  He 
was  the  son  of  William  JudcLand  was  l)orn  at  Waterhnry,  Ct., 
Oct.  4,  1719.  He  Lrraduated  at  Yale  College  in  1741,  in  a 
class  highly  distinguished,  and  among  whose  members  were 
Gov.  \\'illiam  Livingston  of  Xew  Jersey,  Jabez  Hnntingtoji, 
Ksq.,  and  the  llev.  Drs.  Sanuiel  Hopkins,  Samuel  IJuel, 
Richard  Manstield  and  Xoah  Welles.  In  \o\ember  of  the 
same  year  in  \\  hic-!i  he  was  ordained,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Silence  Sheldon.  dauLditer  of  Capt.  Thomas  Sheldon  of 
Suflield,  hut  i)reviously  of  Xorthampton.  They  had  seven 
children,  four  sons  and  three  dauL'hters.  all  of  whom  have 
deceased.t  Mrs.  Jndd  died  Oct.  -^5,  [Ir'^.  Mr.  Jndd  was 
again  married,  in  179U,  to  Mrs.  Ilulh  liidwell,  widow  of 
Rev.  Adonijah  Ihdwell  of  Tyringham.  She  died  in  Dec. 
1813,  in  her  rGth  year.  Both  the  wives  of  Mr.  Judd  arc 
spoken  of  as  \ery  estimable  women. 

Mr.  Judd  was  regarded  by  iiis  i>eople.  throuuiioul  his  long 
ministry,  with  the  proluundest  veneration.  This  was  in 
part  ow  iniT.  undoubtedly,  to  the  general  usages  of  society, 
which  demanded  liiat  the  utmo>t  respect  >hould  be  paid  to 
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all  clcrfryiiicn.     Tn       case,  liow cvrr,  this  rcvcroiicc  was  filly 
reiidtTt'd.     His  form  was  vem  rablc,  and  liis  riiodc  of  dress 
imposing.    He  i»rt  >(  r\(  (L  e>j)cciall}  in  the  j)idj)il  ;iiid  on 
public  occasions,  the  utin«»-i   |)r()|)ri(  ty  of  manners,  never 
degradini;  liis  sacred  j)rof(>>ion  l)V  an\  lliini;  unseemly.  By 
his  apjx'arance  in  the-  |)ulj)it.  it  nnirlit  luive  been  inferred, 
perhaps,  that  he  was  uncommonK   j)recise'  and  unyieldini^. 
But  he  \\a>:  lrs>  so  than  Mr.  l!(l\\ar(U  of  .Northaniptoii,  or 
Dr.  Hopkins  of  lladl(  \.     In  prixatc  intercourse,  and  as  a 
pastor,  lie  was  atVal)le  and  communicative,  sometimes  indulg- 
ini^  in  those  iimocent  pleasantrie  s,  which  were  then  so  com- 
mon.    He  appe  ars  to  have  j)o<><  --ed  th(jse  (jualities  of  cl»ar- 
acter,  which  ii.^-pired  slron^r  atleclinn  towards  himself.  His 
talents  were  not  brilliant,  but  th(  \  wi  re  liiizhly  resj)ectable. 
I  have  seen  three  sermons  iVom  his  pen.    The  one  which 
was  preached  in  1"3^,    to  a  numbi  r  of  soldiers  on  the  eve 
of  marchinL:  against  the  enem\ and  which  was  afterwards 
published,  is  a  very  j^^ood  sermon,  both  in  style  and  senti- 
ment.    It  is  not.  however,  1  ha\('  been  a><ured,  superior  to 
many  others  which  he  delivered.    Such  a  discourse  would 
have  attentive  hearers  at  any  time.    The  course  of  ihouirhl 
is  natural ;  and  there  is  much  plaiim*  ss  and  point  in  the  a[)- 
plication.     We  ma\'  mention  a<  peculianiies,  not  jx  rhaps  of 
Mr.  Judd  altOL'ether,  but  of  the  times,  that,  lie  irenerally  clos- 
ed his  sermons  u  ith  the  sentence.  **  'I'hi*^  much  may  sulFice." 
Ills  quotations  from  the  Scriptures  were  not  coj)i("d  into  his 
sermons,  but  were  lound.  and  r«  ad  in  the  j>nlpit,  as  occasion 
dcinandt  (1.     Mr.  Judd  was  a  M  ry  wi>e  coun«  llor  in  dilFicult 
circumstances.     In  theoloiry.  he  coincided  with  the  New 
England  ministers,  generally,  of  his  day.    On  the  j)oints  in 
dispute  between  Mr.  I'.duards  of  >>'orthamj)ton  and  his  oppo- 
nents, pertaining  to  the  adiiu^^ion  f»f  niemlx  rs  to  the  church, 
or  the  Half-wav  Covenant.  >o  (  all« d.  Mr.  Judd  ditVered  from 
Mr.  Edward^,  and  both  b(  Im  n < d  and  pnictiNcd  in  accordance 
with  the  views  defended  by  Mr.  Stoddard.     He  was  a  mem- 
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bor  of  the  rouiiril  that  di^iiiissod  Mr.  IMuard^.  and  votrd 
with  the  inajnrii\ .  Still,  he  possessed.  no  ni«  ans.  tli'-  spirit 
of  a  |unti/.an.  He  was  iiniforinlv  riiild  and  coiicilialiiiLr  in 
Xhv  statciniMit  f)f  liis  ojiiinons.  It  is  said,  that  tlir  father  of 
thr  late  Mr.  I)am<  I  Kum^^lev,  and  oru^  or  two  others,  who 
rtMnoved  from  .Northampton,  and  wlio  stronidv  svmi)athiz«'(l 
witli  President  Jldwards.  were,  notwithstandini:,  the  altenlive 
hearers  and  cordial  friends  of  Mr.  Jiidd. 

From  the  imperfect  records,  which  we  possess,  of  Mr. 
Judd  s  labors,  ho  apj)ears  to  have  been  a  successful  minister. 
The  churcii  increased  in  numbers  from  time  to  time,  and  it 
was  favored  \n  ith  the  special  inHuenccs  of  the  Holv  Spirit. 
About  the  year  1  *(')!,  or  there  was  a  happv  revi\al  of 

reliLrion.  Iiet\\e(Mi  May  and  December,  17()-,\  more  than 
thirty  person.'^  wer<'  added  to  the  church.  "^I'lie  same  Divine 
iFithience  was  experienced  in  17()(),  and  1710.  In  the  year 
1765,  an  uncommon  attention  wastriven  to  reliirious  subjects. 
Twenty-four  persons  united  witli  tlie  church.  In  the  year 
1797,  tiie  trrace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  conversion  of  men 
was  once  more  witnessed,  just  before  the  time-worn  and 
venerable  shepherd  of  the  tlock  was  call<>d  to  his  eternal 
rest.  During  tlie  year,  twenty-two  individuals  became  com- 
municants. 

The  whole  number  tliat  joined  the  cluirch,  during  tlie  ac- 
tive ministry  of  Mr.  Judd,  was  \  {-2.  Some  of  them  had 
been  prcviouslv  members  of  other  churches.  Xearly  all  of 
the  si.\ly-thre<'  oriLrinal  mcMnbeis.  were  dismissed  from  the 
church  in  Xortham[)tt)n.  Tht^  number  of  baptisms  durm^ 
Mr.  Judd's  ministrv  was  \  {):]\.  The  number  of  deatlis.  from 
the  settlement  of  the  tow  n  to  the  clo<o  of  Mr.  Judd's  ministry, 
has  been  otimaled  at  I  K).  The  number  of  l)irth<.  in  the 
same  period,  was  about  I. '>.'>().  Tlie  first  birlli  in  the  town 
was  a  child  uf  Josfiua  Clark.  The  first  individual  who  <lied 
was  Simeon  Wait,  aired  19  years.  This  was  in  173-?.  His 
death  was  occasioned  by  drinking  cold  water.    His  remains 
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were  tlie  first  wliidi  wvrr  inlorrcd  in  tlic  prtv'^ont  central 
buryincr-Lnoimd. 

The  .  \'in<(>n  Cioiild  \\  n^  settled  as  colleai^^ie  y)astor 
with  Mr.  Judd.  Aul'.  •>?().  1^01.  DuriiiLT  the  brief  reiiuKUit 
of  Mr.  Jiuhl's  \\\\\  the  aired  \(>t»'ran,  and  lie,  who  was  «jird- 
inp:  on  his  armor,  hvcd  and  labored  on  trrins  of  the  most 
perfect  esteem  and  cordi:dii\ . 

Those  event?,  which  jMMtain  to  the  civil  history  of  the 
town,  and  \n  hieh  occurred  durinir  Mr.  (iould's  connection 
with  the  church,  it  is  not  necessary  for  m(.'  to  detail.  Such 
of  them,  as  miirlit  he  imj)ortant  enou-j-h  for  rehearsal,  arc  well 
known  to  many  who  hear  me.  It  may  be  said,  in  treneral, 
that  the  {^roceediuLTs  of  the  tow  n,  were  characterized  by  an 
uncommon  (h^crret^  of  harmony.  This  was  esjiecially  the 
case  dilriniT  the  l;i<t  war  with  (Jreat  Britain,  and  the  stirrinj^ 
events  which  preceded  and  I'ollowcd  it.* 

The  attention  which  was  early  Lriven  to  the  subject  of 
conmion  schof)ls  has  becMi  before  alluded  to.  The  same  in- 
terest in  this  vitally  important  institution  ha-^  been  exhibited 
in  subsequent  vears.  The  happy  intiuence  w  hich  Mr.  Gould 
exerted  in  his  visits  to  the  s(  IiooU.  and  the  facilitv  with 
which  he  could  atlapt  his  remarks  to  the  caf)acities  of  those 
whom  he  addressed,  has  been  acknouledL'^ed  by  everv  one 
acquaiFited  with  the  circumstnnces.  The  select,  ^()luntarv 
schools,  which  were  tauirht.  almost  from  the  commencement 
of  the  present  centurv  to  the  e>tabli-Iunent  of  {\w  academv, 
with  some  interruption^,  have  lurm-iied  o[)portunities  for  the 
more  comj)lete  education  which  was  commenced  in  the  pri- 
mary department.  The  erection  of  th(^  Sheldon  Academv, 
mainly  throu^di  the  muniticence  of  Mr.  Silas  Sheldon. I  has 
been  productive  of  result-.  thiN  far  suirn  ienilv  valuable,  ureat- 
ly  to  outwciidi  the  e\jten-es  incident  to  the  undertakinij:. 
Instead  of  beini:  an  hindrance  to  tfie  common  school,  such 
a  seminars  is  in  cNcry  way.  an  auviliary  and  supporter. 
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In  those  sc}iO(tl<.  iduaN,  now  iiiimhcrinL'  nhnci-Jt 

half  a  liiindrcd.  hi-jaii  tlic  cnursc  uliicli  tli«  \  j)r()-<ciitr(l  at 
collcgo,  ami  lliii^lird  with  tin-  j)H)rt's««i(uial  tcaciicr  or  m«-lilii- 
tion  ;  and  most  ot"  wliom  arc  now  alive,  and  artivrh  miri- 
god  in  the  r(  Sj)onsil)l('  dutirs  of  tlu-ir  (liir<  rcnt  vocatinn-..* 
The  county  of  Ilaniji-^lnrf  has  furiiislicd  iii(»i<'  sindtMiN  for 
college,  with  po^sihlv  a  sinide  exception,  than  anv  othrr 
county  in  the  Tnited  States.  'I'he  town  of  Southampton, 
it  may  he  said,  without  any  undue  exultation,  is  in  this  re- 
spect at  the  head  of  the  county.  In  that  which  is  parainount 
to  all  tlunirs  merely  political  or  social,  it  is  the  banner  town, 
of  the  banner  couiitw  of  the  baimcr  State.  Of  tlicsc  fortv- 
six  in(li\ iduals.  llurty-x  ven  are  now  livinL^  Thii  t\ -t\\ o  ar(^, 
or  have  been,  ministers  of  the  gosj)el.  Those  w  ho  are  |)as- 
tors,  (I  mar  >ay  it  without  olVence,  not  bein:r  one  of  them), 
are  laboriuL',  or  have  labored,  with  (ii>^tinL''ui>h('d  zeal  and 
success,  in  the  most  honorable  function  committed  to  man. 
This  town,  and  this  church  of  Christ,  have  thus  been  the  means 
of  proclaiminir  the  inessaL'^es  of  life  to  thousands,  and  of 
guidiniz  nndtitudes  to  mansions  of  re<t.  This  is  an  lioiKjr 
which  miirht  well  be  coveted  by  any  town  or  church  in  tho 
country,  however  tlourishiuL:  in  wealth  or  numbers. 

It  may,  possiblv,  b(}  obj'"ci(>d  by  some  persons,  that  there 
has  been  an  excess  of  a  good  thing.  Too  many  have  receiv- 
ed a  public  education.  The  learned  professions  are  already 
crowded.  Bv  withdrawiuL^  vouni:  men  from  airricultural  and 
other  mantial  labor,  thcv  have  been  unfitted  to  resume  it  \\  lien 
necessary  ;  or  they  have  cherished  prejudices  aL^iinst  the 
working  classes  in  society.  Even  the  aged  parents,  who  Uiiw 
toiled  early  and  late,  in  order  to  support  their  son  in  college 
have  not  received  from  him  always  that  consideration  to 
which  they  wt  re  entitled. 

But  such  incapacitv,  or  wavw  ardnes--.  is  not  the  etVect  r»f  a 
liberal  education,  but  of  the  want  of  it.     One,  who  has  been 
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properhj  taujlit.  \n^^\{<  with  rontfMiipt  on  no  cla^s  of  l»is  fellow 
croaturrs.  'I'rtic  IcarniiiLr  will  wwAv  lnm  considerate,  fiiir- 
niiiulcd  and  (•!iarllal)l«'.  Airs  of  s(  ll-iiiij)()rtancc,  the  con- 
temptuous look,  pride  in  anv  of  its  forms,  are  as  abhorrent  to 
the  irennine  scholar,  as  thcv  are  detestai)le  in  their  own  na- 
ture. Knowle(l_:e  (jot  s  not  alienat<'  from  hard  marjual  toil. 
It  ratluT  fits  (jiie  fnr  it.  and  pre(ii<po^e<  to  it.  We  wish  every 
farmer  in  the  eonntrv  eonld  enjov  the  henefits  of  a  liberal 
education.  Thert"  is  no  neeessar\  discrepancy  between  a 
man  who  works  with  his  liead.  and  him  who  works  with  his 
hands.  It  is  for  the  ireneral  irood,  iinh-ed.  that  th<3  profes- 
sions should  be  kej)t  distinct.  A  mim-ter  \va<  Ins  work,  and 
a  mechanic  has  his.  Rut  there  need  be  no  ho>tility  between 
them.  We  know  a  body  of  most  skilful  mechanics,  w  ho  are 
accustomed  to  sharpen  their  iniiuls  by  reasoniiiir  on  theoloi:i- 
cal  doctrine  s.  Kvery  advance  in  know  ledire.  w  hich  the  tiller 
of  the  soil  makes,  adds  happiness  to  himself  and  diirnity  to 
his  pursuit.  It  is  time  that  th(^  w  retched  nonsense  about 
the  hostilitv  of  (iitFerent  classes  wasdoiu-  w  ith.  Thev  are  all 
working  classes — all  proihicinu:  cla<>es. 

Mr.  Gould  was  (lismiss<'(l  from  ins  pastoral  relation  with 
this  church,  on  the  5th  of  Jariuary,  l>:J-2,  atier  a  niinistrv  of 
thirty-one  years.  The  present  pa-i(»r.  liev.  Morns  E.  White, 
was  ordained  on  the  ^Oth  of  June,  \^'V1.  Mr.  Gould  was 
born  in  Sharon,  Connecticut,  AuLTust  1st,  17'<1.  He  was 
the  eldest  son  of  a  munerous  family.  His  parents  were  hiidi- 
ly  respected,  and  eminently  yuous.  In  June.  1*9.'),  lie  join- 
ed the  Soj)homore  class  in  Williams  Colle:je.  Duriuij  his 
connection  w  ith  that  Seminary,  the  serious  impressions,  wliich 
he  had  for  some  time  cherished,  ripened  into  personal  piety. 
He  graduated  in  1"97.  :Vmr)nLMlie  members  of  his  class, 
whicli  was  the  third  which  left  that  m>tilulion,  was  the  Hon. 
Elijah  H.  Mills,  afterwards  a  senator  in  CouLTess.  Having 
su|>erintend(  d  an  acachmv  in  Sharon,  thirteen  months,  he  be- 
gan the  study  of  diviniiv  with  tfie  Rev.  Dr.  l>ackus  of  Som- 
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ers,  Ct.  Ho  was  liconsrd  to  [)r('acli  in  June,  \1[)9.  From 
Oct.  1800  till  June  l-Ol,  lie  acted  as  a  Tutor  in  W  illiams 
College.  He  then  caim'  to  tliis  town  to  preacli  as  a  caiuli- 
date  for  settlement.  Ilr  was  ordaiiK.'d  on  tin;  of  A  ml:. 
1801.  The  sermon  on  the  occasion  was  prcacln-d  l)\  Dr. 
Backus.  In  ISOS,  he  was  married  to  Miss  M indwell  Wood- 
bridge,  only  (la»iL^ht(T  ot"  Dr.  SylvesttT  W'oodbridL'e  f»f  this 
town.  They  had  six  children,  orie  son  and  li\e  <lauL'htcrs, 
all  of  whom  are  living.  Mrs.  (iould  died  in  Nov.  1S;37, 
greatly  and  most  deservedly  lamented.  She  was  a  ladv  of 
high  cxcelhMice  in  moral  and  reliL'^ious  character,  and  of  ex- 
traordmarv  ]>owers  of  mind.  For  viLM)r  of  intellect  no  wo- 
man in  this  part  of  tlu^  C(3untry,  within  our  knowledge,  has 
surpassed  her. 

Mr.  Gould,  at'ter  his  dismission  from  this  churcli,  tauL'ht  a 
school  in  South  lladley.  He  subsequently  pr(>ached.  for 
some  time,  in  Bernardston,  and  other  places.  He  died  at 
his  residence,  in  this  town,  on  the  -Ith  of  April.  1811,  in  the 
68th  year  of  his  age.  His  labors  whil(>  pastor  here  were 
abundant,  and  his  success  was  corresponding.  In  the  year 
of  his  settlement,  twenty-one  persons  were  added  to  the 
church.  In  1805,  there  was  an  extraordinary  revival  of  re- 
ligion. The  power  of  the  ll<jly  Spirit,  in  the  con\('rsion  of 
men,  was  never,  in  this  j)lace,  more  siirnally  manifested. 
Eighty  were  added  to  the  church.  Many  others  were  hope- 
fully converted.  In  181-2  and  1813,  fifteen  persons  joined 
the  church  as  the  fruits  of  a  revival  of  reliirion.  The  >ame 
Divine  influence  was  enjoyed  in  1815  and  181(3,  when  llie 
church  received  an  addition  of  fifty-six  members.  At  .seve- 
ral periods  subsequently.  th(^  preachinLT  of  the  £rospel  was  fol- 
lowed by  niarked  and  auspicious  results.  In  such  si-asons, 
Mr.  Gould's  mo<le  of  disp(^nsinii  the  truth  was  singularly 
plain  and  solerim.  and.  sometime's,  very  striking. 

The  most  remarkable  trait  in  Mr.  (lould's  intellectual 
powers,  was  the  rapidity  of  their  movement.  This  was 
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manifest  in  liis  various  performances,  writtrn  and  extempore, 
and,  [)erlKi[)s,  most  of  all,  in  his  conversation.  It  seemed  to 
have  been  owiiiL:  to  srvcral  causes.  His  passions,  which 
are  the  threat  nn)ti\<'  jtowcr  of  the  intcIKct,  were  easily  arous- 
ed, and  were  c  ip;il)lc  of  irrrat  nilcnsilv.  He  had.  also,  un- 
conunon  readiness  of  ap[)rehension.  When  a  subject  cann; 
before  hini,  he  seized  instantiv  on  its  main  features,  and 
wlul(^  others  were  laborioii'-l v  tracinir  its  relations,  lie  iiad 
arrived  at  his  results,  'i'hc  imperceptibly  rapid  glance  of 
his  eye  uas  an  index  of  the  swifter  intellectual  movement 
within.  He  had,  also,  the  ability  to  present  an  object  vividly 
before  the  mind.  He  seized  the  most  >trilvini:  incidents,  and 
pourtra\e(l  them  in  such  a  manner,  tiuit  tii(  \  left  a  perma- 
nent impression.  If  he  had  been  in  circumstances,  which 
would  have  "compelled  him  to  cultivate  and  mature  these 
original  tendencies,  he  would  have,  muiuestionably,  reached 
a  very  hii^di  rank  amouL^  tho>e  who  move  the  minds  of  men. 
A  wider  raiiLTC  of  reading,  and  more  exact  hal)its  of  com})0- 
sition  would  have  made  tlie  oriLunal  traits,  of  which  we 
speak,  still  more  obvious. 

Mr.  Gould  was  a  good  classical  scholar.  He  retained, 
through  life,  a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  authors  he  had 
studied  in  colleire  :  adding,  also,  some  to  the  list.  In  this 
way,  he  made  himself  very  useful  to  not  a  few,  who  com- 
menced with  him  their  elementary  studies  in  Latin  and 
Greek.  As  a  teacher,  he  j)ossessed  kindness  and  prompti- 
tude ;  ever  readv  to  appreciate  ditncultics.  while  he  had  the 
firmness  to  require  that  the  pupil  should  be  master  of  his 
lessons. 

Mr.  Gould  was  cordially  attadnd  to  the  evangelical  svs- 
teni  of  religious  truth.  The  great  doctrines  of  the  gospel 
were  the  life  of  his  preaching  and  the  life  of  his  soul.  He 
would  not  allow  them  to  be  set  aside  or  undervalued.  He 
was  steadla-tU  opp(»e(i  to  tendencies  w  hich,  as  he  thouiiht, 
went  to  undermine  them.     He  iiad  little  patience  with  any 
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8peculati(Mi«5.  wliu^h  tlirratcnrd  to  ohspur*'  lliiMr  hriu'litiicss, 
or  abridi^L'  their  saviiiLr  rtlicacv.  Tlicv  lay  at  the  toun(ialion 
of  his  ow  n  prospects  lor  eternilx ,  and  they  were  the  only 
hope  of  a  lo^t  w  orhi. 

But  his  faith  w  roiiLdit  hv  work^.  and  l)v  works  was  made 
perfect.  His  prcachini:  was  etniriently  j)ractical.  lie  spokt; 
to  men,  [)lairdy.  on  thetiu  s  \\  hich  thev  ar<'  so  apt  to  oppose 
or  neglect.  In  rnanv  rcNivals  of  reli-ion.  he  toiled  a<  orie 
who  rncafit  to  work  while  it  wa<  the  day  of  harvest,  and  to 
stand  at  last  with  acceptance  before  his  Jiidire.  His  preach- 
ing was  not  merely  in  the  house  of  God.  lU*  the  wav-sid(,', 
in  fields,  on  journe\s,  in  pnhlie  convevances,  Ik^  delivered, 
habitually  arul  conscientiously,  his  messaiie.  His  faiih.  too, 
sustained  him  amid  the  many  trials  of  his  eventful  life.  In 
the  agonies  of  a  tierce  and  inexorable  disease,  u  ilh  the  cer- 
tain prospect  of  a  sj)e(Mly  death,  and  while  many  thui-js 
made  it  pleasant  fur  him  to  li\e,  this  faith  bore  him  above 
the  pains  of  mortality.  It,  doubtless,  cheered  his  soul,  when 
it  became  insensible  to  outward  scenes,  and  wlien  it  stood 
before  its  Creator  and  Judge,  naked  and  alone.  Beyond  a 
doubt,  he  is  now  shinirui  as  the  brightness  of  the  firmiunent, 
with  the  multitudes  whom  he  turned  to  righteousness. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  town,  from  its  settlement  to 
the  present  time,  cannot  be  ascertained  with  certainty.  Some 
estimates  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gould,  an  abstract  of 
which,  together  with  a  few  additions,  is  lu^e  subjoined. 

From  Mr.  Judd's  settl«  inent  to  the  year  IIT.I,  there  were 
not  far  from  (>  \i)  births.  It  is  known  ifiat  from  177.')  to  1793 
inclusive,  there  were  60S  births,  or  thirty-two.  on  an  avera'je, 
annually.  From  1793  to  1^32.  the  close  of  Mr.  (Mould's 
ministry,  tfie  number  of  births  was  about  {'J'-iO.  The  num- 
ber of  births  from  I>3*2  to  the  present  time  is  estimated  at 
255.  The  total  of  births,  therefore,  snice  the  settleujent  of 
the  town,  is  -J, 733.    In  these  statemenLi  no  regard  is  had  to 
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those  parts  of  tho  town  uliich  have  been  set  ofT  to  other 
towns.  In  IT^.j,  a  niiinhcr  of  faniihrs  were  connected  w  iUi 
Easthainj>t()n.  wlien  that  |)Iac(.'  was  t^rectcd  into  a  District. 
The  north  hn(,' of  Snulhamptnn  was,  previously,  a  httle  north 
of  Easthainj)tnn  aieetinL'-liouse. 

The  number  of  deatlis  in  the  town,  from  its  settlement  to 
1820,  was  about  rlo.  During  the  followiiiir  twelve  years, 
the  wlioK;  number  ol'  deaths  was  al)out  'S-M.  Since  Mr. 
Wiiite's  settlement,  hSS  persons  have  died  ;  making  the 
whole  number  1,'23.'>,  a  few  more  than  the  present  population 
of  the  town.* 

The  whole  number  of  members  of  the  church,  since  its  or- 
ganization to  tii(.'  j)resent  time,  is  1,319.  The  number  that 
joined  it.  during  Mr.  Judd's  active  ministry,  was  4'l-2;  wiiile 
Mr.  GouhTwas  pastor,  715  ;  since  Mr.  \\'hite  was  ordained, 
162.    The  present  number  of  mejubers  is  39" .f 

One  of  the  most  strikinir  lessons  which  the  observance  of 
this  day  teaches,  is  veneration  for  the  character  of  our  fathers. 

We  do  not  attribute  perl'ection  to  tin  ui.  They  had,  with- 
out doubt,  their  share  of  inlirmities.  There  was  in  some  of 
them  an  incongruous  union  of  qualities — a  stranize  mingling 
of  the  grave  and  the  liLdit — a  disposition  to  indulire  in  witti- 
cism, or  somewhat  gross  raillery,  on  the  nn)>t  solemn  occa- 
sions. Some  of  their  social  customs,  we  should  not  wish  to 
revive.  The  multiplication  of  libraries,  schools,  lyceums,  and 
the  like,  have  furnished  our  generation  with  belter  sources  of 
amusement,  than  were  prevaleiit  eighty  or  fit'ty  years  aizo. 

But  after  m;dxing  every  allowance  w  hich  truth  would  de- 
mand, there  remain  stcrhiii;  (jualities,  w  Inch  we  cannot  but 
admire. 

They  were  bound  toL'ether  by  stroniz  allection.  For  sixty 
or  scventv  vears,  nothiniT  occurred  seriously  to  interrupt  their 
harmon\.    There  were  ditVerences  in  theological  opinion 
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amonc:  tlioin  ;  hut  tlio.^o  ncviT  iritJ^rfiTcd  w  itli  rliri^tlau  A  l- 
low sliij).  Ill  (jlliLT  places,  iIktl'  were  e(:(;K  >i:i>Ucal  wars. 
The  f)I(l  town,  w  In  n*  lln  ir  fathers  h\e(l,  was  the  tu  ld  of  ti(  rre 
eiicoiiiiler  ;  hut  there  was  no  eonuui (tinu  in  the  new  prrcuui. 
In  many  towns  in  Conneelieut,  the  oM  and  n<  \v  hirlits  fought 
each  other  w  ith  desperate  niahuMiity  ;  hul  no  parly  w  as  lorni- 
ed  here.  Our  lathers  iuid  one  ciiurcli,  one  I'aith,  one  ba|)li>ni, 
and  hut  one. 

^\'e  reverence  thrin  for  the  pMieral  soundness  of  iheir 
faith.*  Tlie  i^rt^at  truths  of  tlic  gospel  were  Oinbraced  w  ith 
sini^ular  earnestness.  Our  fathers  were  rooted  and  ground- 
ed in  them.  We  recollect  some  venerable  men  of  the  second 
generation,  who  have  but  ju.-t  (lescended  to  the  jjra\e,  who 
had  the  most  inteHii:(Mit  con\iction  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
Bible,  and  the  warnu\st  altachfuent  to  them.  They  uxd  to 
speak  of  the  conversions,  which  occurred  in  their  youlhlul 
days,  as  the  result,  so  far  as  inuiian  airency  was  concerned,  of 
lonir  continued,  personal,  solitary  ap[)lication  to  the  tmlh. 
^^'ilh  them,  feelinir  flowed  from  contemplation.  Anxiety  of 
jnind  was  caused  by  clear  apprehension  of  their  duties  to- 
wards God.  They  had  but  few  books,  and  the  lari;e  (juarto 
Bible,  with  the  family  rcj^ister  in  the  middle,  was  the  one 
great  and  inestimable  treasure  in  every  house.  Their  books 
were  Boston's  Fourfold  Stat(?,  the  Berry  Street  S(  nnons, 
Flavcl's  Touchstone,  Stoddard's  Safety  of  Appearmi:  in  the 
Righteousness  of  Christ,  lluth's  Besolutions,  and  the  like. 
These  volumes  were  thorouirhly  read  and  diiresicd.  Kvery 
leaf  bore  the  marks,  possibly  caused  by  the  tear  of  some  ven- 
erable octogenarian,  of  the  earnest  perusal,  perhaps  of  several 
successive  generations.  Our  fathers  listened,  not  nn  rt  ly 
without  weariness,  but  with  great  delight,  to  the  protracted 
three  hours'  service  of  the  sanctuary  ;  iniendini,'  to  carry 
away,  not  a  momentary  impression,  produced  by  an  unpa->ion- 

•  One  or  two  of  the  follow  in?  paruirraphs?  have  l)eeii  inserted  by  the 
author  in  a  prriodiral  publication. 
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ed  hortatory  appeal,  hut  the  substance  of  the  long  sermon, 
with  its  scores  ol'  divisions  and  subdivisions. 

The  piety  of  th«'  first  si-ttlcrs  of  tins  town  was  distiniruislied, 
even  in  that  p(  ri()(l.  All  the  heads  of  fannlies.  who  came 
from  Northampton  bi  twccii  the  years  [I'V-]  and  1740,  had 
heard  sermons,  which,  for  a  searehin:^'  and  experimental  char- 
acter, have  never  been  e(jtiall«-d  in  this  country,  before  or 
since.  They  wrnt  to  the  di  pth>  of  the  s(jul.  The  young 
women,  w  ho  kept  lonely  watch,  many  long  days  in  their  log- 
house,  with  a  single  room,  had  learned  their  lessons  of  faith 
and  patience  with  th(^  prince  of  \ew  Knirland  preachers;  or 
while  listening  to  the  lunniiij:  >trains  of  Whitefield.  The 
emigration  to  this  town  took  place,  when  the  parent  settle- 
ment was  pervaded,  almost  saturated  by  religious  influence. 
The  church  and  the  precinct  w(  re  entirely  coincident.  The 
civil  and  the  religious  eonuiuinity  were  one,  almost  to  a  man. 
Prayer  went  up  from  the?  town-me(,'ting  and  the  church  con- 
ference alike. 

It  is  a  common  saying,  that  for  the  settlement  of  New 
England,  three  kingdoms  were  silled.  On  a  smaller  scale, 
we  may  say,  that  for  the  settlement  of  this  place,  the  mother 
town  was  sifted.  The  choicest  grains  of  wheat  were  trans- 
planted to  the  soutii  side  of  Manhan  river.  In  one  respect 
this  was  certainly  true.  As  a  matter  of  course,  the  young 
men  of  most  enterprise  and  character,  would  commence  a 
new  plantation.  Several  inetTicient  indi\iduals  tried  the  ex- 
periment, but  sfjon  \\vi\{  back  to  tiie  condortable  dwellings 
and  rich  meadows  at  Northampton.  It  was  reallv  a  removal 
involving  great  hardship.  It  is  e\c(H  (lini:ly  ditlicult  for  us 
to  realize  the  severity  of  the  privations,  w  hich  must  have 
been  endured.  In  several  rcs[>ects  a  removal  to  Wiskonsan 
now,  would  incur  less  self-denial.  It  would  be  somewhat  like 
a  resid<'nce,  at  the  present  time,  on  the  b<jrders  of  Florida. 
The  buriung  of  1  )(;ertield.  the  butchery  at  liloody  Brook,  the 
rough  scenes  at  Sudbury,  Bruuklkld  and  other  places,  were 
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frcsli  in  tlic  recollection.  The  fon^st,  for  cii^ht  or  t(^n  miles, 
was  almost  imhioken.  The  roads  and  IjridL'cs  were  f(^\v  in 
number,  and  pijor  in  construction.  (Convenient  modes  of 
conveyance  were  the  invention  of  a  nuich  later  period.  The 
country,  too,  was  involved  in  almost  constant  war.  Thet-e 
were  hardly  ten  vt  ars,  of  wiiat  niit^ht  be  termed  peace,  from 
the  time  in  which  this  town  was  settled,  till  178:2.  The 
French  and  Indian  wars  had  not  cea<ed,  bet'ore  the  encroach- 
ments of  Great  Britain  on  her  colonies  had  commenced. 
With  the  return  of  {)eacc,  after  the  Revolution,  prosperity  did 
not  return.  The  distresses  were  L^eater  than  ever,  until  the 
Federal  Constitution  was  adopted.  The  first  \m\i  century  of 
tile  existence  of  this  town  w  as,  therefore,  a  period  tlemandini; 
constant  self-denial,  and  ot'ten  large  and  heavy  contributions. 
Yet  all  these  burdens  were  borne  without  a  nun-mur.  Taxes 
were  cheerfully  submitted  to,  which  would  now  require  an 
armed  force  to  collect.  Thirty  families,  —  a  population 
smaller  and  poorer,  than  some  of  the  pr(.'sent  school-districts. — 
cut  down  the  forests,  erected  dwellings,  built  a  house  for  the 
service  of  God,  gave  a  liberal  salary  to  a  minister,  de  fended 
themselves  against  the  Indians,  sent  their  minute-men  to  al- 
most every  battle-field  of  three  wars,  from  Louisburg  to  the 
White  I'lains  ;  and  when  all  were  over,  had  nothing  to  con-- 
sole  themselves  with  but  heavier  taxes  and  continental 
money  I 

Surely  such  ancestors  are  entitled  to  our  reverential  regard. 
Nobly  they  bore  up,  under  their  complicated  dilFiculties. 
AVe  can  do  nothing  less  than  record,  in  our  poor  manner, 
their  heroic  deeds,  and  their  calm  and  christian  I'orlitude. 

Ilearttelt  thanklulness  is  due,  also,  to  tlie  benelicent  Pro- 
vidence that  sustained  them,  and  niade  them  what  thoy 
were.  \\'e  have  entered  into  their  labors.  A\'c  are  reaping 
the  fruits  of  that  seed  which  thev  sowed  in  bhiod.  Our  in- 
heritance was  hard-earned.  It  is  the  fruit  of  care-worn  and 
sleepless  vij^^ilance ;  of  toil  and  sacritice  of  w  hich  we  have 
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but  feeble  conce[)tinn.  We  are  stewards  of  God's  mani- 
fold gifts.  We  are  liviiiL^  on  the  character  and  prayers  of 
those  who  went  Ix  tore  us.  'Vlwy  su|)|)h(Ml  sterhng  capital 
for  their  children,  and  thi^ir  cliildrcns'  children. 

Let  us  act,  th(Trf()r(\  in  no  mercenary  spirit;  rioting  on 
bounties  which  we  had  no  agency  in  procuring ;  enjoying 
privileges,  which  come  U)  us,  like  the  light  of  Heaven,  un- 
solicited. When  we  speak  of  what  our  fathers  did — of  the 
civil  and  religious  institutions  wliich  they  contributed  to  plant, 
we  do  not  use  idle  words.  They  have  a  meaning  which 
our  indolent  minds  and  our  insensible  hearts  are  not  apt  to 
comprehend  nor  feel.  When  the  acknowledgement  of  the 
independence  of  the  United  Slates  was  wrung  from  George 
the  Thirds  he  said,  that  he  hoped,  that  the  experiment, 
which  we  were  going  to  try.  would  prove  successful ;  but  he 
did  not  believe  that  constitutional  liberty  could  be  enjoyed, 
except  in  connection  with  a  monarchical  government.  A 
trial  of  sixty  years  has  shown  that  George  the  Third  was 
mistaken.  Our  system  of  government  has  attained  that  per- 
fection, that  we  do  not  perceive  its  movement.  We  spend 
months,  it  may  be,  hardly  conscious  that  we  live  under  any 
legal  restraint, — all  things  move  on  so  noiselessly.  Every 
man,  almost,  is  a  law  unto  himself.  It  is  only  on  rare  occa- 
sions, that  the  slumbering  statute  shows  itself.  We  are  pro- 
tected by  its  invisible  shield.  AVe  need  to  be  transported,  for 
a  few  weeks,  into  Austria  or  Spain,  in  order  to  realize,  in 
any  proper  degree,  the  extent  of  our  privil(>2es.  A  short  ex- 
perience in  ( ither  of  those  countries  would  L'ive  some  energy 
to  our  gratitude,  some  sincerity  to  our  thanksgiving.  We  are 
accustomed  lazily  to  bless  God.  that  we  may  meet  together 
on  the  Sabbatii  unmolested.  Wen^  we  in  Scotland,  this  mo- 
ment, perha[)s  the  most  favored  country  in  Europe,  we  might 
chanL'c  our  note  of  praise  into  earnest  entreaty,  that  God 
would  not  permit  our  dcarc^st  reliL^ious  privijeires  to  lie  at  the 
mercy  of  some  godless  politician,  or  worldly-minded  court. 
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Yes,  a  solemn  trust  is  put  into  our  k(>o{)iii2r.  We  are 
bound  by  evorv  motive,  \\  Inch  can  touch  th(»  heart  of  man, 
to  be  faithful  to  it,  and  transnnt  it  untarnished,  to  those  who 
who  shall  come  at'ter  us.  If  we  could  open  the  graves  of  a 
hundred  years,  and  interroiiate  the  sleepers  there,  what  voices 
of  encouragement,  w  hat  notes  of  expostulation  should  we 
hear  !  all  urinni:  us  to  the  performance  of  our  duty,  warning 
us  by  their  failures,  animatini:  us  by  their  own  noble  deeds. 
An  assembly,  greater  than  that  \\  Inch  now  hears  nie,  would, 
if  the  veil,  which  hides  the  invisible  world,  were,  for  a  mo- 
ment, withdrawn,  speak  to  us  in  tones  such  as  oidy  the  dead 
can  use. 

Say  not  that  you  are  a  liltlc  community,  but  one  out  of 
three  hundred  in  a  great  Commonwealth  ;  that  it  matters 
little  what  course  you  take.  Your  influence,  as  an  organized 
society,  or,  as  individuals,  can  be  but  slight.  AVhatevcr  be 
your  course,  others  will  not  l)e  much  affected  by  it. 

Such  was  not  the  way  in  which  our  sainted  progenitors 
reasoned.  The  men,  from  whom  we  claim  descent,  talked 
and  acted  in  no  such  selfish  style.  They  were  filled  with 
concern  for  their  distant  posterity.  They  laid  foundations, 
which,  if  we  are  not  wickedly  degenerate,  will  last  lur  ages. 
Out  of  their  deep  poverty,  the  riches  of  their  liberality 
abounded  towards  us  their  children. 

On  you,  indeed,  rests  a  different  responsibility.  You  can- 
not, however  much  you  might  long  to  do  it,  help  them  in 
their  wearisome  labor,  and  in  their  wasting  anxieties.  There 
is  no  call  to  send  succor  to  the  poor  in  r)Ost(^n,  straitly  shut 
up  by  a  siege,  nor  to  the  soldiers  in  the  camp  at  Cambridge. 
You  are  not  obliized  to  wade  fifteen  miles  through  a  deep 
snow,  to  hear  tidings  from  a  brother  or  husband  in  a  prison 
at  Quebec,  or  in  an  old  hulk  at  New  York.  Other  obliga- 
tions press  on  you.  Be  not  recreant  to  them.  Your  time  is 
brief.  The  years  in  which  to  act  are  fast  rolling  away.  An- 
other century  now  bcgms.  Long  before  it  shall  have  finished 
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its  round,  you  will  have  joined  the  silent  conp:regation.  So 
live,  tluit  \\  \\v.n  the  second  solemn  festival  of  this  nature  shall 
return,  your  descendants  shall  look  back  to  you  with  tearful 
gratitude  ;  shall  remember  you  with  such  aflection  as  we  bear 
to  our  good  old  fathers;  shall  gather  around  your  wasting 
dust,  and  bless  God,  that  they  were  descended  from  men 
who  were  not  deirenerate,  who  lived  for  their  children  and 
tlieir  cliildrens'  children. 


APPENDIX. 


NOTE  A.  p.  11. 

We  here  sultjoin  a  few  notices,  compiled  from  various  sources,  of 
llie  tliirty  ori^Mtial  settlers  of  Southampton. 

JoATHA.N  IJasco^i.  ThoHias  Basconi  came  from  the  nortii  of  Rn- 
plaiul  ni><)iit  the  year  1(!50,  and  settit-d  at  Xorthaiiipton.  He  married 
Mary  Haldwin,  who  died  Teh.  ;i,  KwCJ.  He  die<l  Se|)t.  11,  Kif^!*.  lie 
had  two  sons,  Thomas  and  John.  Thomas  iiiarricd  llannnh  Catlin, 
>vlio  survived  him  many^years,  and  died  in  1747.  He  died  Feh. 
1714.  They  ha  1  four  sons  and  four  datiLdit(>rs.  (Jne  of  llir  daiiuhtrrs, 
Mar)',  married  No'aJi  .Sheldon,  \\  \\o  removed  to  rfotitlianipto!!.  Jona- 
than, one  of  the  sons,  and  the  oriL'inal  settler  of  t^outhampton,  married 
Minducll  Kin;:.  He  died  April  '20,  1780,  aued  74.  His  wiii*  <lecea- 
sed  April  4,  176l>,  aL^ed  80.  Their  children  were  Jonathan,  hilisha  afid 
Rachel.  Klisha  married  Lucy  SSIieldon,  dau*:hter  of  Israel  J^heldon, 
and  sister  of  the  late  Silas  Sheldon.  He  (hed  in  the  service  of  his 
country,  at  TiconderoLM,  Sept.  18,  177(J,  acred  .*^7.  He  was  lieutenant 
of  a  coiiipany  of  juiiitia.  He  was  a  brave  soldier,  and  a  liiiddy  re- 
spected citizen.  His  widow  died  .March  1"),  IS  10,  aL'ed  (!7.  'J  heir 
children  were  Irena,  Kitiir,  i'Jislia,  Lnc},  Asenath  and  Naomi,  Kinir 
died  Dec.  4,  L'''^7,  aL'ed  Gi.  Jonathan  hascom's  house  (the  lirsi  set- 
tler) stood  on  the  lot  afterwards  owned  by  Perez  Clap,  now  hy  .Mr. 
Graves. 

Samuel  Burt.  Henry  IJurt  removed  from  Ro\i)ur)- to  Sprinirfleld, 
soon  after  the  settlement  ol"  the  latter.  His  sf)n,  David,  uas  one  of 
the  settlers  of  \orthamj)ton.  He  had  a  son  Henry  i  and  Henr)-,  a  son 
David,  wUo  was  the  tather  of  Samuel,  who  removed  to  Southampton. 
His  residence  was  in  the  place  where  his  son,  tin'  late  l)«  a.  ."-amuel 
liurt  lived  and  died,  and  w  hich  is  now  owned  hy  Sfe]»he!i  ]  ].  Searl. 
Sanjuel  bcnior  was  one  of  the  leadinir  nien  in  the  ullairs  ot"  ilu'  town 
for  many  years.  In  the  revolutionary'  time.s  he  was  an  ardent  whiir. 
Dea.  Samuel  Hurt  was  the  tather  of  the  three  ministers  hy  the  name 
of  liurt,  mentioned  in  a  subsequent  note, 

RoGEK  Ci.Ai'.  The  I\l»  inoirs  of  Capt.  KoL'er  Clap,  one  of  the'  first 
settlers  of  Di»r.  h»  -ter,  are  well  known.  Anion?:  his  sons  are  the  names 
of  l*rescrv«.'d,  Hope>till  and  D»'>ire.  One  <i|*liis  dau::hters  wa.s  nam»'(l 
Wait.  He  died  Teh.  *i,  l(il>l,  a!:ed  !^\.  Vn  -rr\i  f\  was  one  ot' the 
early  settlers  ot"  .Northampton,  ami  (iud  Si  jit.  *J0,  I7"20,  aired  about  77 
y«ca*s.    His  t»un,  Roger,  had  u  buu  uf  the  same  name,  who  was  one  of 
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the  settlers  of  Southnmpton.  Ho  n^sidrd  whore  >Irs.  Ariinah  Searl 
now  livfs.  His  son  Jot  I,  who  is  rot'orrod  to  on  p.  lived  to  iin  old 
age,  and  Imd  troasurod  up,  in  a  rotonliNc  meniory,  a  inullitude  of  local 
facts. 

Aaron  ("i.ark.  W  illiatn  Clark  livrd  many  yrars  in  Dorchester, 
and  tlionre  roniov<'tl  to  Nortliamplon.  His  son  John  had  six  sons.  viz. 
John,  Nathanirl,  Khonozor,  Increase,  Xoali  and  Josiali,  Three  of  the 
Clarks,  who  oiniL'rated  to  j*outhanipt(»n,  Jonathan,  Jose})ii  and  Selai), 
were  sons  of  Nathaniol  ;  Aaron.  rdi>ha  and  Do.u  Jolni,  were  feons  of 
John.  Timothy,  who  setth>»l  laf.  r  in  SouThanipton,  and  who  was,  for 
some  time,  town  ch  rk,  was  a  .'-on  ot  Noih.  J<»hn  Clark,  one  ot'  the 
settlers  of  S[)rinL't'iold,  was  not  rolated  to  W  illiatn  Clark  of  iVorthamp- 
ton.  There  were  Clarks  at  Hartford,  Windsor,  Hadloy,  etc.  contein- 
pory  w  ith  William,  hut  it  is  not  know  ii  thai  there  was  any  relationship 
between  them. 

Aaron  Clark  liv(>d  where  the  i;ite  lliraiu  Clark  lived  and  died. 

F.LisifA  Clark  huilt  a  house  a  lew  rods  west  of  the  house  where 
Oliver  Clark  now  lives,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road.  The  cir- 
cumstances of  his  death  are  mentioned  p.  l\K 

Df.a.  John  Clark  re.-ided  on  the  ])lace  wlu-rc  the  late  Gains  Ly- 
man lived.  He  was  much  esteemed  as  a  citizen,  as  well  as  an  olficer 
in  the  church. 

Jonathan  Clark  liver!  in  a  house  opposite  to  that  formerly  owned 
by  Calvin  Torrey. 

JosKPH  Clark  built  a  house  a  few  rods  oast  of  the  house  where 
Asa  Searl  lives.  Soon  alter  he  came  to  this  town,  his  w  ite  died.  This 
affliction  so  discoura;:ed  him,  that  he  removed  to  Northampton,  and 
never  returned  here.    His  |)lace  was  taken  hy  his  brother, 

Selah  Clark,  w  ho  w  as  numbered,  instead  of  Joseph,  as  one  of  the 
original  thirty  settlers.  Selah  and  his  w  ife  died  w  ithin  fourteen  days 
of  each  other,  in  Nov.  he  being  1»0  years  and  eight  months  old, 

aiid  she  1*1  years  and  tour  motiths. 

Samuel  Danks  was  di-scended  iVom  the  Uoliert  Danks  wlio  was 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Na-haw  annuek.  in  Easthanipton  ([>.  J>.)  He 
•  Hved  in  a  house  w  hich  stood  a  few  rods  east  of  the  house  of  the  late 
Moses  Danks,  now  occupieil  by  Simeon  Lyman  and  Schuxler  Shel- 
don.    The  nanie  is  now  very  unenmmon. 

Kbenf:zi:r  riiF.NCH  was  a  s(>n  of  .lonathati  Freiich  of  \orthamj>- 
ton,  and  a  grandson  of  John  French,  w  ho  removed,  as  it  is  conjectured, 
from  Rehobotli,  .Ms.  to  Northampton.     He  was  connected  with  the 

^  ^Kingslevs.     Fbenezer  lived  in  a  house  wlii<-|i  stood  thirty  or  forty 

rods  north  of  the  house  of  the  w  idow  of  Jam»  s  Thorj). 

Eleazar  Hannum.  William  Hannum  .>ettied  in  Windsor,  Cl,  ajid 
thence  retnoved  to  Northampton.  He  had  a  son  John,  and  a  grand- 
son John,  w  ho  was  the  fluher  of  the  settler  at  Somhatiipton.  He  lived 
on  the  place  where  (Jilbert  liusc(»m  n«»w  resides. 

Jcpah  Ht  TeniNNON  was  a  >(>u  of  Judah  H utrhinson,  and  a  irrand- 
Bon  of  llalph  Hutchinson,  who  c-arae  to  Noi-thampion  Irom  Dorches- 


r 


45 


ter.  Jiidah  Tliitrliinson  wa<;  r\  tailor.  Mo.  livod  in  n  liou^o,  a  f(>\v  rods 
east  froiii  that  now  owned  by  Kpliraini  .Mar>li.  Hi-  dwcllinLf  and  tliat 
ofTliomas  I'ortt  r,  were  tin'  tir>t  cnM-ttMl  in  the  town. 

Pm.NF.As  Kix;  w;is  a  son  ol' Joseph  Kini:,  and  a  L'randson  of  John 
Kinir,  who  came  from  Northanijiton  in  Knirlaiid  to  Noithainpton,  Ms., 
and  married  a  daiii:lit(>r  ot'  a  Dea.  Hohon.  IMiineas  KinL'  resitied,  as 
did,  also,  his  son  Dea.  iJonulas  Kini',  in  a  honse  whifh  stood  hetNNeen 
the  street,  ami  the  InMise  hnili  hy  Leifion  Gridley,  now  o\\  n<Mi  l»y  He- 
man  Jrearl.  Jt)sejili  Kinir,  a  brother  ot"  IMiiiiwis,  was  accidentally  kil- 
led while  huntini:,  hy  Sanuiel  Jiurt. 

-  Kbf.nk/,f:h  KiNGSi.rY.  Cnos  Kinirsley  came  from  Dorchester  to 
Northampt<in.  Mis  father,  John,  seems  lo  have  lived,  at  a  later  jieriod, 
at  Kehohoth.  Knos  had  a  sou  John,  who  was  the  tlithcr  of  Khenczer. 
The  latter  resided  near  the  lionsc,  which  was  occupied,  many  ycai-s, 
by  the  late  Jvev.  Mr.  Oonld  ;  now  by  widow  Kin«rslev.  His  son,  and 
serireaiit  Kliakim  WriLdit,  whom  Mr.  Jndd  calls  "two  Jjopelid  and 
valnable  youni:  men,"'  are  referred  to  on  p.  '23.  Ebetiezer  senior,  was, 
for  many  years,  precinct  clerk,  and  al'ter^\ards  town  clerk.  He  was, 
also,  a  scIkjoI  t(N>cher.  Hc^  aj)pears  to  have  been  amoni:  the  most  nse- 
fnl  men  in  the  town.  " 

Elias  Lyman.  Richard,  John  and  Kobert  Lyman  were  amoni:  the 
first  .«ettlers  of  Xorthamjiton,  w  here  the  name  has  coniinned,  NN  ilh  re- 
])nfation,  to  the  present  time.  "Their  father  miirht  liavc  been,"  says 
JNIr.  Farmer,  "Richard  Lyman,  who  was  admitted  freeman  in  .Alassa- 
clnisetts,  in  1(>3."J."  Elias  Lyman  was  the  son  of  Elias,  the  irrandson 
of  Closes,  the  irreat  crandson  of  Moses,  and  the  trreat  ^rreat  irrandson 
of  John,  mentioned  above.  He  lived  where  his  {grandsons  Joel  and 
Isiiac  Lyman  now  reside.  He  was  a  very  [)rominent  actor  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  town  and  of  the  chnrch. 

Xatha.n  Lyma>  was  the  son  of  John  Lyman  and  the  <:randson  of 
Richard,  alhaled  to  in  the  rirst  line  of  the  last  parat:rapii.  He  iinilt 
a  house  near  where  Samnel  Lyman  now  resides.  His  nephew,  the 
late  Dea.  John  Lyman,  was  born  at  Fort  Dummer,  and  removed  from 
Tsorthheld  to  r^ctnihafnpton. 

John  Mili.kr.  Alter  residing  some  yeais  in  Sonthaminon,  he  re- 
turned to  the  old  town.  His  honse  is  snpposed  to  have  been  near  the 
residence  of  Royal  Ihirt.  He  was  a  descendant  of  William  Miller, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Northampton,  who  removed,  as  .Mr.  Faiiiu-r 
conjectures,  from  Ipswich  to  North  Hampton. 

Noah  Pixley.  AVilliam  Pixley  lived  sometime  at  Northampton.  I»ut, 
for  the  m«>st  part,  at  W  estfleld,  w  here  he  died  in  Hirl».  He  had  a 
son  'I'homas.  who  was  the  father  of  Noah.  The  latter  resided  w  lu're 
Rain^t'ord  Kimt  now  does.  The  circunistances  of  his  ilealh  are  allu- 
ded to  p.  r.>. 

Thomas  Portf.r  av.ms  the  son  of  Robert  I'orler  of  Northampton. 
He  made  preparaf ion<  to  Imild  a  house  on  two  or  three  locallli*  s  ne;u- 
the  house  of  F,li-ha  IMwards.  .\  part  of  the  duellim:  w  hich  he  erect- 
chI  is  now  the  J?.  W.  corner  room,  lower  story,  of  the  house  of"  E.  Ed- 
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wards.  His  honso  niul  farm  were  purchased  by  Dea.  Samuel  Ed- 
>vurds  srnior,  who  n  iiiommI  to  :?()iitliain|»toii  \u  l/.'Vi.  Mr.  I'ortcr 
theu  rt'tirt'd  to  a  place  a  little  south  ot"  Gamaliel  Pomeroy's  house, 
where  he  died.     Jehii  I  Porter  was  his  sou. 

Elias  Root.  Tliomas  Root,  who  settled  iu  Northampton,  came 
from  Hartford,  where  he  lived  many  years.  He  may  have  been  the 
Thomas  Root  who  li\«-d  in  Salem  in  liMT.  Elias  Root  built  a  house 
nearly  oppositi-  that  of'  Eysnnder  \).  Ratios. 

Stkpmk.n  Root  li\ed  iu  the  same  h<»»i>e  with  his  brother  I^lias.  Af- 
ter some  time,  he  removed  to  Northampton,  \>heie  he  lemained. 

Natuamei,  SeaH[,.  John  ifearl,  one  ot'  the  settlers  of  iSpriuL'^field, 
died  iu  that  tcuMi,  Jan.  llil'J.  His  widow,  ori«:inally  Mary  JJaldwin, 
was  married  to  Alexander  Edwards,  who  removed  from  Spi  iiiL'ficId  to 
Northam|)ton,  and  who  was  the  ancestor  of  the  various  tamilies  of  that 
name  in  Northampton,  J^outhamplon  and  W'esihampton.  Jolm  iSearl 
lel\  one  son,  John,  who  came  with  his  father-in-law,  Edwards,  to 
North.-'.mplon.  John  had  a  son  Nathaniel,  who  ^^as  the  fatlM  r  of  Na- 
thaniel, tlu>  settler  at  Southampton.  Oneotthe  brothers  of  the  latter  iiad 
a  son,  John,  who  was  a  cler;.'y man.  Nathaniel  Searl's  house  stood  a  num- 
ber of  rods  south  *of  the  house  of'  Zophar  Searl,  on  the  same  side  of 
the  road.  He  had  nine  sons,  and  lor  that  reason,  perhaps,  built  a 
house  with  tuo  rooujs,  the  only  dwellini:  in  the  town  that  had  more 
than  one  room  for  ten  or  tifieen  years.  He  lurnished  boardinu  lor  the 
ministers  who  preached  in  the  town  prior  to  .Mr.  Judd's  settlement, 
and  entertainment  lor  the  coimcil  that  oidained  Mr.  Judd.  His  de- 
scendants are  very  numerous. 

Israel  Suf.i.don.  The  Sheldons,  Israel,  Noah  and  Stephen,  were 
eons  of  Ebenczer  Sheldon,  and  ^raiulsons  of  Isaac  Sheldon  of  North- 
ami)ton.  The  family  removed  from  Dorchester  to  Windsor,  and  a 
branch  of  it  thence  to  Northan)pton.  Israel  Sheldon  lived  where  Ab- 
ner  Sheldon  now  does. 

No  \n  SuFT.DON  resided  in  a  house  thirty  or  forty  rods  north  of  that 
of  lUo  late  Ralph  Edwards. 

Stfi'He.n  Sheldo.n  lived  where  his  grandson,  Rodolphus  Sheldon, 
now  does, 

Kzn.K  Stro.no.  Elder  J(»hn  Stronir  came,  in  ICviO,  to  this  country 
in  coiupany  with  .Messrs.  Warham.  .Maverick  .".nd  oiiiers.  Erom  Dor- 
chester, he  removed  to  Windsor,  Ct.  in  ltw',.">  or  ltv{»),  and  thence  to 
Norlliampt»)n  iu  l»i.'>i>,  where  he  «lied  in  l-VJU,  it::ed  1)4,  sustainiuj?  a 
hiirli  rej)utation  for  wisdom  and  pi»'ty.  He  marrie<l  his  second  wife, 
Abiirail  Ford,  iu  Dorchoter,  iu  Iii-U).  His  tlillier's  nafne  was  Richard- 
He  liad  eighteen  children.  Five  of  the  sous,  \  i/>  Ji-diiliah,  Eberiezer, 
Sanniel,  Josiah  and  Jerijah  apj>ear  to  have  been  residents  of  North- 
arujiton.  The  late  (lov.  Strou-j  was  docended  lrf)m  Libenezer,  and 
Ju(lje  SiuKon  Stronir  of  Andierst  from  Samuel.  It  is  not  known 
from  which  of  ihe<e  sons  Ezra  Strong  descended.  His  lioijse  stood 
near  the  one  I'now  demolished)  owne<l  !»>  the  late  Isra«'l  SImMot),  juul 
neurly  opiK)sile  to  ihc  hou:?e  of  Alvou  lialcs.     Ho  died  in  1748,  and 
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his  father  caine  from  Xorthompton,  and  removed  the  widow  and  her 
children  to  the  old  town. 

IcHABOD  Stko.vo  uas  ilif  son  of  Joiiatliaii,  who-se  father  ^vas  Ehe- 
nezcr,  ahovc  nu  niioiKd.  iloll^^e  >Nas  a  lew  rods  soiitli  of  the 

house  of  the  late  (iaius  l.vtnaii. 

Dea.  U'aitstii.i.  Stro.nu  uas  the  son  of  \Vwit>iill.  w  hf)sf  father, 
Tiionias  Slronir,  was  one  of  I'.ider  John  Slron<:'s  ehihh  rn.  Hisdurll- 
iiiir  was  a  frw  hmIs  rast  of  the  hou>e  of  the  late  Jonailian  J  odd,  l 

Jon.N  Wait  li\fd  on  u  liat  is  now  kn(»wn  hy  tiic  name  of  iln-  "Wait 
Farm."  ile  was  tiie  son  of  John  W  ait,  \\hose  lather,  William  W  ait, 
came  to  Nortlianipton  in  1()^0,  and  married  a  Kinirsh-y.  liis  ori:rin 
is  not  known. 

iNIosFS  Wright  lived  in  a  house  a  f<>w  rods  south  of  that  of  Luthor 
Loomis.  lie  was  the  son  of  Preserved  Wrii:ht,  the  irrandson  of  James 
Wri^dit  and  the  irreat  grandson  of  SanuH-1  Wri^dif.  'I'he  last  named 
was  one  of  the  tirst  settlers  of  Sprinirtield,  and.  suh.-equently,  of  North- 
nmj)ton.     iMoscs  Wright  died,  unmarried,  in  171d. 

NOTE  B.  p.  2a 

On  the  13th  of  May,  1704,  O.  S.,  the  Indiaiis  attacked  the  village  of 
Paskhomuok,  i;ow  in  J'.aslhampton,  and  killed  nineteen  per>oiis,  six 
adults  and  iliirti  en  children.  About  twenty  years  alierw arils,  Nathaniel 
Edwarils,  jr.  of  Northampton,  was  killed  hy  the  Indians,  as  Jie  was  N\a- 
terinj:  his  team,  at  the  small  stream  of  water,  north  of  Loren/.o  na|»p*s 
house  in  T^asthampton.  Another  j)crson  was  \Nounde(L  The  house's 
of  Joseph  liartlett  and  Samuel  Janes  were  foriihed  in  tJie  Lidian  wiirs, 
and  were  used  as  watch-houses. 

NOTE  C.  p.  2a 

Dr.  Woodhridge  did  not  abuse  the  trust  which  was  repo>cd  in  him, 
by  tlie  town,  nor  disappoint  the  expectations  which  were  formed  of 
him.  He  was  a  skiltul  and  conscientious  physician,  a/id  enjoyed  an 
exrensive  practice  li)r  many  years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  .Massa- 
chusetts Aledical  r^ociety.  lie  married  .Mindwell  Strom' ol"  N()riliam{>- 
ton.  Their  children  were  Mrs.  Gould,  John  Woodbriilge,  D.  D.  of 
New  Hartford,  Ct.,  and  Rev.  Sylvester  Woodbridge. 

NOTE  D.  p.  27. 

From  Dea.  Thoma3  Jcdd,  all  of  that  name  in  New  Emrland  have 
descended.  He  probably  came  to  this  country  in  the  company  of 
Rev.  Thomas  Hooker.  He  removed  to  Hartford,  (it  is  supposed,  with 
IMr.  Hooker  and  others),  in  IGMi.  He  lived  lliere  a  few  years,  and 
tlien  settled  in  Earminijton.  He  was  the  lirat  de|)Uty  from  that  town 
to  the  General  Court.  AtU-r  tlio  death  of  his  wile,  he  removed  to 
Noriliampton,  and  married  the  widow  of  ThumaiS  Ma^on.    He  died 
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in  Nortlinnij)ton,  Nov.  h\^h,  l)cit)ir  above  ei;;lity  years  of  age.  He 
had  iiitic  (')iil(ir('ii. 

\N'iLLiAM  J 1 1)1),  the  scM-otul  of  tlio  prrrrdiiiir,  Avas  born  about 

l»>3r>,  or  1«k}i).  He  nj.irrirtl  Mary  Silm-I,  .March  ."U),  Km.S.  He  dio(i  in 
ItilK);  Ills  nidou  in  17  Ir^.     Tliry  had  sevrn  rhihlrcn. 

Thomas  Jidd,  ohlcst  son  ol"  \\  iUiain,  was  born  in  H(?  mar- 

riod  Sarali  Freeman,  Feb.  I),  1(>.-'^.  He  had  eii:ht  ebihhtMi.  \lr  waa 
a  captain  in  tiie  mibtia,  and  dt'ueon  in  ihe  rlnnch,  in  \\'atorbury,  Cl 
He  (bed  Jan.  4,  17  17,  aire«l  riirhty-thrrr.     His  w'li'v  (fu-d  Sef)t. 'Jp^,  1738. 

William  Ji  dp,  ehlest  f^on  of 'l  iioinas,  married  Mary  Koot,  Jan.  31, 
1713.  They  brid  nine  ebibhvn.  She  died  Dec.  10,  1751.  He  had  a 
second  wife,    lie  died  Jan.       177;?,  ageil 


NOTE  i:.  I).  27. 
The  children  of  ,Mr.  Jiubl  were, 

Jonathan,  born  Oet.    7,  1711,  dit>d  Jan.    30,  1819. 
Silence,       "    Drc.  10,  17:>0,    "    Srpt.    9,  1839. 
Svlvcster,    "    Dec.    1,  17o2,    "    Sept.  19,  1832. 
Sarah,   ^     «    July  12,  17:):>,    "    .Alarch  24, 1837. 
Solomon,     "    Jan.  2(),  17r)8,        Nov.     8,  1830. 
Frederick,   "    Jan.  29,  17tiO,    "    Mav  23,  1840. 
Clarissa       "    Oct.    2,  17(;4,    ^    Aug.    8,  i:i:37. 
Silence  was  the  w  ife  of  Dea.  Samuel  I'dwards  of  Westhan>pton  ; 
Sarah,  of  Mr.  Timothy  Clark  of  Soutlunnpton  ;  and  Clarissa,  of  Mr. 
Luther  Edwards  of  Southampton. 


NOTE  F.  i>.  30. 

Among  those  "wlio  were  eni:;iged  \i\  the  eiuht  montlis  service  at 
Cambridge  in  1775,  were  Capt.  Aburr  romeroy,  Serj.  Lemuel  Rust, 
Serj.  Gersbom  Pomeroy,  Corp.  Sl«'pben  Claj),  Corp.  Samuel  Edwards 
and  Corp.  E/ckiel  Wood,  toi:»^ihrr  with  H)urtern  privates.  Stephen 
Clnp,  born  174!>,  (brother  of  lioi.'»  r.)  dit-d  of  a  fever  near  Boston,  Aug. 
1775.  Ebcuezer  Gee,  one  ot'the  jirivates,  went  on  the  Ciuebec  expe- 
dition. 

Okuliah  Frary  of  Soutbamj^ton  was  killed  and  scalped  by  the  In- 
dians, Aug.  1777,  on  a  retreat  to  Still wat«'r  I'rom  Moses'  Creek,  near 
Foil  Edward.  Elisha  Kil wards  was  in  his  company.  Stephen  Sliel- 
don,  brother  of  Simeon,  died  m  a  wa<.'on,  in  G'aio's  army.  Dea.  Ros- 
weil  Strong  was  with  ium.  D  iriii<  Searl,  hnnluT  of  David,  died  iu 
tlie  ser>- ire,  probably  on  l.oni:  Inland.  Aaron  Strong,  (father  of  Aaron 
Strong  who  died  sudd*  idy,  July  1-11,)  uas  killed  by  a  cannon  l)nll,  in 
an  intrenchment  at  S.-irato^'.-u  Oliver  l*omeroy.  n  son  of  Caf»L  Abner 
Pomeroy.  died  in  th»"  «»erN  i<'e  n>  ar  the  rlo<e  of  the  war.  It  is  In-lieved, 
tliat  a  younu  man.  by  the  nam«'  of"  Hall,  a  son  of  John  Hall,  al>o  died 
in  the  army.  In  June,  J 77'.',  the  (lenend  Court  ordered  a  reinforce- 
ment for  the  Coniiuentai  army.    The  proportion  of  S.  Hampton  was 


I 
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six  soldiers.  At  aiiotlirr  time,  the  follow  in?  soldiers  from  Southamp- 
ton were  cni:;ii:ed  Id  tlio  service,  Serj.  Jacob  Pomeroy,  Joseph  Jiart- 
lett,  Flisha  JJiitidy,  J*;miuel  Coleiiian,  ^ilas  Pomeroy,  Gad  Poriieroy, 
No!)h}  S(inires  aiul  I'Imimms  ^^earl  ;  the  la>t  iiaiiu'd  was  in  Caj)t,  John 
Carpenter's  coni[»aiiy  ;  the  others  were  in  Capt.  Ehenezer  I'omeroy's 
company. 

Gad  Chirk  was  attacked  with  sickness,  wliile  he  was  in  tlie  army, 
and  died  soon  alter  lit-  reached  home. 


NOTE  G.  p.  30. 

Mr.  Fihis  SheMon  was  one  oftlie  most  liheral  men,  his  means  beini^ 
considered,  >\  hum  u  e  have  ever  known,  llv  arqiiired  his  property  hy 
hard  personal  labor  on  an  nniiuitinir  (arm.  He  L^ave  in  Jjis  lite-time 
^1000  to  the  Hanii)shire  Education  Society,  1000  to  Andierst  eolle<:e, 
and  between  S'JOOO  an<l  ."^^XiOO  to  lorni  the  academy  which  bears  Ids 
name,  besides  smaller  donations  to  many  other  objects.  To  a  num- 
ber of  young  men,  jireparim:  tor  the  christian  ministiy,  he  loaned 
money  from  time  to  tiMM\  lie,  al>o,  educated  several  adoj)ted  chil- 
dren, havhi?  none  of  liis  own. 


NOTE  II.  p:  31. 

Ijist  of  CnllfErt-Crd/huitcs,  natives  of  Southampton. 

Stud.  Divinily.      |  Res.  and  .Misceil. 

Merch.  S.  llain* 
Dead. 

In  State  of  Del. 

Teacher,  Col- 
chester, Ct. 
Gr.  Bcirrinulon, 
d.  Jan  20,  l^l'M. 
New  Harlf  Ct. 
Kesides  in  Phil. 
Bcli)any,  Ct. 
IMiysician,  Uti- 

ca,N  Y. 
Soutli  Dcertield 
Ous. 

Gorham,  Me. 
F>.  Haddam,  Ct. 
Ohio. 

Durham,  Me.  d. 
Fcb.O,  1=2S. 


Grad.) 

Name. 

Coll. 

17bo 

Jonathan  Judd 

Vdle 

D.iv 

d  Searl 

n.irl. 

leoi 

Rev 

Ashbel  StroniT 

Will. 

lti02 

n 

Lyman  t>lronij,M.  D. 

1804 

<( 

Sylvester  Burt 

(< 

1604 

(.' 

John  AVoodnrid  rP.D.D. 

ti 

li?()4 

Martin  t^.  Ilurlhurt 

Harv. 

Rev 

Saul  Clark 

Will. 

IbOr 

Theodore  Ponjeroy,  M.  D. 

Vale 

1S05 

Rev.  Samupl  Ware 

Will. 

Rufus  Pomeroy 

1610 

(< 

Thaddous  Pomeroy 

Vale 

1611 

<( 

Isar.c  Parsons 

1611 

<( 

William  Strong 

Will. 

1812 

«< 

Federal  Hurt 

1813 

K 

Sylvester  Woodbridg-c 

161 

« 

Rufus  Hurlburt 

Hnrv. 

1613 

<( 

Noble  D.  Strong 

.Mid. 

1615 

l( 

Arelis  Loomis 

W.Il. 

161G  Justin  W.  Clark 

Harv. 

1817 

Rev.  Medad  Pomeroy 

Will. 

1616 

a 

Chandler  Bates 

161- 

<< 

Lmiuel  P  iViies 

it 

Idlo 

<< 

Phdetus  Clark 

M;d. 

Rev.  A.  Hooker 
Dr.  Lathrop 
Rev.  A.  Hooker 
Dr.  Lathrop 


Rev.  .Mr.  Gould 
Dr.  Packard 
Andover 


Dr.  J.  Lyman 
I  Andover 

Rev.  Mr.  Gould 


.\uburn 

R<'v.  J.  Lonedict 

Princeton 

Rev  J.  Benedict 


Sudbury  .d. 1-10 
Died  16:^:3.  [Vt. 
Fj.  BonniriL'ton, 
Lawver.  Norih- 
ampton.d  lr*33. 
Oii<co,  >.  Y. 
Pnrma.  N .  Y. 
Flint.  .Mich. 
I  Windsor. 
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Grsdl 


Namo. 


Rev.  ErasUis  Clapp 

1^24     "    Jairus  Hurt 

Bela  II.  F.dwards 

1823    "    Abncr  P.  Clark 

182.')  Ralph  Clapp 

lc*-'l>|Josepli  B.  Clapp 

ISSlMRt^v.  Jpreni'inh  Pomerov 
l«:30,Alvan  W.  Cliapinan,  M. 

1630jGidcon  Scarl 

1831  Rev.  Jesse  L.  Frary 
isn  Kdward  R.  'I  h.  rp 
1632  Israel  W.  Soarl 
I 

lb'32  Mahlon  P.  Ciiapman 

lens'Rcv.  Philander  Rales 
J833|         Rufus  C.  Clapp 

lb'34,  David  Gould 
]^■33,Rev.  Sen-no  D.  Clark 


1635 
163.S 


Justus  L.  Janes 


Lemuel  Ponieroy 


1633,  Alexander  11.  titron^ 


1637 
1637 
1839 


Rev.  Lewis  F.  Clark 

Wm.  H.  b^jeldon 
Spencer  S.  Clark 


lUnioii 


lAinli. 

Vale 
Ainh. 


Union 

Amh. 

llaiDil. 

Anili. 


Will. 

Amh. 

Vale 
Amh. 


I      Stud.  Divinitf.     j  Rrs.  and  .Miicell. 

Norlhainplon. 


Prof.  R.  Ktnersoii 
♦.V  Dr.  Rcecher 
Aulmrn 
Aiidover 


I  Auburn 


Dr  J.  Woodbridiie 


A  uburn 


Canton,  C't. 
Pi  of.  Andover 
Theol.  Sein. 
d.  Auijusta.N.  Y. 
Ftb.G.  1-35. 
Parma,  N.  Y. 
SludlawBrook- 

lyn,  N.  Y. 
Troy,  iN.  Y. 
Studied  med.  at 

the  South, 
d.  at  Greenville 
O.Aua  14,1637. 
I'r.Mcclon     Lane  j  Apple  Cr'k.Mo. 

ires. at  theSoutli. 
Agt.  Liberia,  d. 
Oct.  Ic34. 
Andover  D.  at  Andover, 

j    Sept  1.1 C34. 
jl^tica,  Mich. 
Andover  Sc  Eastj'l'inmouth,  Vt. 
Windsor 

iLaw.N.Y.  City, 
j  Andover  lAchfield. 
\E.  \Vind.-:or  andiGuilford,  N.  Y. 
I  Rev.  .M  .  E.Whitel 
Last  Windsor 


.\ndover 


Smyrna,  N.  Y. 
D.  Texas,  Sept. 

lr^40. 
Goshen. 


NOTE  L  p.  3(5. 

The  population  of  Soiithainptnn,  in  I'^IO,  was  115S.  The  river 
Manhan  passes  twice  lhroii<:ii  the  to\Mi>liip.  The  FarniinsJton  canal, 
connt'cting  New  Haven  with  Connecticut  river  at  Xorthampion,  pass- 
es near  the  centre  of  the  ])]ace.  'I'he  lead  mine  in  the  north  part  of 
the  to\>-n,  is  not  now  worked.  The  town  is  eiidit  miles  south  of 
Northampton,  and  ahout  seven  miles  north  of  the  western  rail-road  at 
AVesUielJ. 

NOTE  J.  p.  3<». 
The  followinf^  i»ersons  have  been  deacons  of  the  churcli. 


1743  Waitstill  Strong,  jr. 

1743  John  Clark 

17(J<)  Eli;is  L\  man 

17ri<)  J'amiiel  I!iiv\ard.-» 

1760  Ahnt  r  I'omeroy 

1761  Doni'lis  Kin*,' 
176*)  John  Lyman 


17: '0  l.li^ha  I :d wards 
1-01  Saimnd  Jiiirt 
l-Ol  Ko>\vell  Strong 
Ir-Jl  Ansel  Chirk 

Tilt  odore  Strong 
Walt.T  Bales 

Theodore  Slvarus. 


The  last  two  now  oliiciatc  as  dcaconii. 


f 
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Dea.  Saimicl  Ilclwards  senior  kt  |>t  a  scliool  in  Xortliaiiiptoii  nnd 
SoiithainptoM  more  tliaii  loi  ty  winters.  ]\v  was,  also,  many  yoars,  town 
trensurer,  as  \\as  Iiis  >oti  Dra.  l'.li>lia  IOil\\uril>.  D<'a.  Jolitj  Lyman  was 
a  man  of  irri-at  wi  ii^lit  ol' cliararlor  an<l  rxcmplariiu'ss  ot  lire.  He  uas 
e(iually  rcmarkahli*  lor  liis  w  ii  anil  liis  Ns  isilom.  Ilr  and  his  conlcm- 
porarirs  Capt.  Lcmufl  l*omeroy  and  Jonathan  Jud»l,  Ksi\.,  were  annrng 
the  abh'^st  and  most  nsolnl  nirn,  who  havr  rt'sirh  d  in  the  town.  Capt. 
Pomrroy  was,  for  a  long  scries  of  years,  representative  to  the  General 
Court. 

We  may  mention  in  this  ronnrction,  that  .Mr.  (Mould's  salary  was 
$:$3;i  and  aO  eords  of  wood.  lie  had  >  1000  setth  inent.  Mr.  Wiiite 
is  a  native  of  As!i!ieM,  a  irraihiate  of  Dartmontli  CoUeiro,  and  of  An- 
dover  Theol,  ^^.  ininary.  Uev,  .Mr.  Slirpard  ot"  Bristol,  11.  1.  preaclu;d 
his  ordination  seruiou. 


rROci:RDixc;s  at  thi:  celebratiox. 

The  people  of  Southampton,  at  a  leir  d  m;^c'tin;,'  holdon  April  5, 
1841,  voted  to  relebnite  the  centemiial  eelehration  of  the  settlement  of 
the  town  ;  and  to  re(|uest  the  Kev.  1>.  H.  Edwards  of  Andover,  a  native 
of  the  i»lace,  to  deliver  an  atldress  on  iJio  oecasion.  The  following  in- 
dividuals were  cliosen  a  connnittee  of  arramrements,  viz.  liev.  Morris 
E.  White,  and  Elislia  Edwards,  Asdiel  Birge,  Asaiiel  Chapman  and 
Stephen  !:!?troiiir,  Es([uires. 

The  eelehration  aecordinirly  took  jilace  on  Friday,  July  2^3,  1841. 
The  public  e\«  rci^  s  oonnnenced  at  1  1  o'clock,  .A.  M.  in  the  villaf,'e 
ineetiriir-house.  The  day  was  propitious,  thouL'h  the  heat  of  the  at-, 
mosphere  was  iiitcnse,  till  it  was  somewhat  miti-jaled  by  a  slight 
shower  in  the  afternoon.  Tin-  house  was  crowded,  and  some  were 
coinpi  lled  to  remain  around  the,  door.  3Iany  individuals  liom  the 
neighboring  towns  were  present,  and  some  strangers  liom  a  di>tance. 

The  exercises  were  as  lo'lows.  Invocation  and  reading  of  the 
Scriptures  by  the  Rev.  Alorris  E.  White.  The  whole  congregation 
then  arose  and  sung,  in  the  tune  ol'  .M«  ar,  the  following  old  version 
of  the  4lth  Psalm. 

We  w  ith  our  ears  have  heard,  O  Goil, 

Our  fathers  have  us  t«»ld 
What  \v(nks  thou  wrouiihtest  in  their  »lays, 

Ev'n  in  the  limes  of  ohL 

How  th\'  hand  drave  the  heathen  out, 

Aiul  planted  them  thou  h;i.^t. 
How  thou  the  pet)ple  did-^t  atllict, 

And  out  them  Uioii  didst  cast. 
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For  by  tlicir  suonl  tliov  did  not  net 

TIh'  land's  po.-^o-^ioii  : 
Nor  was  it  their  own  anii  that  did 

Work  their  salvation. 

But  thy  t\[i]\1  hand,  thiru'  urni  also; 

Tliy  coiuitenanec's  liirhl  ; 
Because  tliat  of  ihine  own  jrood  will, 

Tiiou  diiLst  in  llieni  deiiirht. 

Prayer  \va^  then  ollere*!  hy  Uev.  I.ynian  J^tronir,  ot"  Colchester,  Cr., 
a  native  ot'  the  tow  n.  This  ^^^s  succeeded  by  the  follow  ing  Ode, 
written  for  the  occasion,  by  Mrs.  L.  II.  l^iu'ourney  of  Hartford,  and 
sung  in  the  tune  ot'st.  Ann's. 

One  huiulriMl  }  ears  I  one  hin'.dred  years! 

Could  they  re\erse  tle-ir  track, 
And  bear  upon  the  \\  ide-sj)read  wing 

Their  varieii  annals  back, — 

What  buried  forms,  Avhat  altered  scenes 

Would  in  tiieir  recoriT  l'Iow  , — 
The  uu>liorn  wood,  the  thicket  rude, 

The  Jndian  inniter'a  bow — 

The  grey-bair'd  fiithers  here  would  stand, 

Whose  trust  in  Heaven  was  stroiii', 
Wlien  loud  the  savai^e  war-cr}  j>eard 

These  verdant  tkUls  along: — 

And  ye  -vvho  in  their  places  ri<e. 

With  even,-  blessiiiL'  trauirht. 
Give  praise  for  all  the  glorious  change 

One  hundred  years  have  broughu 

\n  address  was  then  |)ronounc(>d  by  Rev.  B.  B.  IMwards,  which  occu- 
pied about  an  liourand  a  h.dt'  in  the  di  livery.  The  e\erci>es  were  con- 
cludeil  with  pray«T  l)y  the  Rev.  Aretas  l>ooniis  of  I'ast  Beiuiington, 
Vt-,  a  native  of  the  town;  niu>ic  t'nun  the  <-hoir  ;  anil  a  benedicti<»n 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Strong.  The  Ibllowing  Ode,  written  by  Daniel  W.  Chap- 
man, Ks(|.  of  Rochester,  N.  V.,  a  native  of  Southarn|)ton,  was,  unfor- 
tunately, not  received  in  season  to  be  includeil  in  the  perforniauces. 
It  was  read  by  .Mr.  r^tmng. 

A  hundred  years  have  passed  away. 
Since  here  wide  wavini:,  oM  ami  gray, 

The  unshorn  forest  stood — 
Since  here  the  sa\ai:e  tierce  and  ;:rirn, 
Uangt>(i  its  wild  haiuits  ami  sliadows  dim, 

Dark  dw  «dlcr  of  the  wood  ! 
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But  tliey  fust  amidst  the  wild, 
On  liiLrli  tlicir  Cliristiaii  altar  piled, 

And,  coiisccratt'  to  Goil, 
Cast  their  ii\;n\  otli  riri^'  in  its  blaze 
And  saiiiT  almid  their  hymn  of  praise, 

Now  rest  heneath  tlie  sod  I 

And  we  have  come  from  nioimtaiii  side, 
From  field  and  valley  spreading  wide, 

From  man}  a  tVuilfid  plain, 
Where  lioiiies  of  plenty  smile  and  bless, 
The  men  who  trom  the  wilderness 

Redeemed  its  old  domain  ; 

To  banish  from  the  darkening:  i)ast 
The  sliadows  Tinie  hath  dindy  cast 

On  our  revertini;  view  :— 
To  conmiune  with  the  loved  and  dead 
And  'round  their  deeds  and  virtues  shed 

Our  memory's  light  anew. 

And  may,  (as  ^^e  turn  -pairo  by  page 
The  records  of  a  by-L^one  age, 

Whose  *  simple  annals'  tell 
Of  noble  men) — their  virtues  stern 
Still  o'er  tlu^ir  graves  like  incense  burn, 

And  with  th»'  livinu'  dwell. 

A  hundred  years  ! — wln-n  Tinie's  swift  wing  ! 
Another  centiuVs  close  shall  bring, 

And  other  men  shall  rise 
And  call  their  own  each  hill  and  stream. 
Which  round  in  light  and  beauty  beam, 

And  these  their  native  skii's — 

Wlien  they  like  us  shall  L'alher  here 
To  read  A\hat  each  returnless  year 

Hath  graven  on  the  past, 
Be  ours  the  h\'^\\  and  holy  aim, 
That  deeds  of  good  may  round  our  name 

A  brighte'uing  halo  cast! 

After  these  exercises  were  closed,  the  whole  audience  repaired  in 
a  proces>ion,  ]>receded  by  a  IkukI  of  musi<;  from  W  illiamsburg,  to  the 
orchard  in  the  rear  of  the  house  of  the  Kev.  Mr.  White,  where  tables 
were  spread  fbr  tin*  aceununotlation  of  Irom  tOO  to  1000  [)ersons. 
For  the  ta>trfnl  ;uTanL.'eiMent,  and  ample  supply  of  food,  well  prepared 
and  in  great  varieties,  the  l.idii  s  ot*  the  town  merited  and  received 
much  credit    All  die  accommodations  were  called  into  recpiisition ; 
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>viii!e  tlio  fliiUlnni  wore  fi^fi-stcd  in  primitive  siinj)lit'ity,  the  ground 
gervin^  the  piirjxjse  of  seats  and  tahh's.  Kvery  article  of  Ibod  upon 
tlie  tahlfs  was  tlie  prodiiet  of  the  town  itseh".  A  hlessinj;  was  pro- 
liomieed,  and  thanks  w«  re  returned  hv  tht,'  Kev.  Joah  liracc;  of  New- 
in^rton  ( NVelheistield),  Ct.  IN'rtinent  and  stirrin<:  ad(hesses  were  made 
by  the  Kev.  Mr-ssrs.  Joiin  To(hl  of  Tiiihulelphia,  A.  \V.  MeChn-e  of 
MaUlen,  L.  Slroni;  of  Coh  licster,  Ct.  and  J.  Jiurt  of  Canton,  Cl  The 
hymn,  beginninir,  lUest  he  the  ti(>,"  etc.  was  sunir,  and  tlie  benedic- 
tion was  pronounced  by  .Mr.  White. 

"  Thus  passed  otlj''  s^^iys  the  editor  of  the  Hampshire  Gazette,  "  one 
of  the  ino>t  |)leasant  and  aijreeahic  celebrations  it  has  ever  been  our 
happiness  to  j)artieipate  in.  There  was  so  much  simi»licity,  cordiaHty, 
and  irood  feeliiiL',  that  none  whose  lieart  was  not  [»6isoned  by  the  cor- 
roding: iulhiences  of  corrupt  fashion,  «:ould  fail  to  be  pleased.  The 
peopK"  of  :Soulhauiptun  can  look  back  upon  the  event  with  unmiugled 
pleasure." 


It  may  be  subjoined,  tliat  the  •'Southampton  Association  of  IMinis- 
ters,"  was  formed  in  August,  1&2G.  A  larire  number  of  ministers,  natives 
of  the  place,  were  then  present,  and  adopted  measures  tor  securing  fu- 
ture meetings.  These  have  l)een  held  triennially.  The  religious  ex- 
ercises, on  these  occasions,  have  commonly  extended  through  two  or 
three  days,  and  have  been  attended  with  much  interest.  The  num- 
Irt  of  ministers  present  has  varied  from  thirteen  to  thirty.  The  next 
meeting  of  the  Association  is  to  be  held  on  the  diird  Wednesday  of 
Septeniber,  1S44. 


Note.  As  the  preceding  Address  and  Notes  have  been  prepared  at  a  dis- 
tance from  the  scent>s  and  objecls  to  winch  tlioy  relate,  errors  in  dates  and 
other  mailers  mav  have  escaped  the  author's  nrilice.    Rev.  Mr.  Gould,  (p. 

wa-«  born  in  1773.  V  'M ,  line  V2,  for  lorty-six,  read  forty-seven;  line 
13,  for  tliirly-lwo,  read  thirty-three. 


